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Ministry Beyond the Walls 

 Think outside the box. Step beyond your comfort zone. Explore more than what you 

already know. Sayings and ideas that remind us that what we know and are comfortable with is 

not all there is to this life. That there is more beyond what we think we know. There are other 

ways to do things than the way it’s always been done. We learned this last week when we looked 

at change. Change is always going to be a part of our lives and we can sit back and let it happen 

to us or we can anticipate and prepare ourselves for whatever might be next. We can go out into 

the unknown. 

 Which is basically what Jesus does in our passage today—he sends seventy people into 

the world to share the good news. And he sends them in pairs. Beyond that they travel with very 

little. No purse or bag. No other support. Yet he tells them, when you arrive somewhere offer 

peace to the home and if anyone there shares in the peace, they will welcome the travelers—

offering hospitality including food and a place to sleep. 

 These travelers, the ones who have been sent to share the peace, are dependent on others. 

Not only are they tasked with taking the good news into the world, beyond the original 12 

disciples, but they are given this task knowing that their survival will depend on the same people 

they are working to share the news with. There is no protection. No safe church building to 

return to. No slush account to lean back on. There is only the hospitality of the people. 

 Here’s one of the interesting things about this—Jesus sent the 70 to meet the people 

where they are. Not to bring them back to Jesus. Not to convince them to follow. But to share the 
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peace. And in sharing the peace and good news, the 70 are sustained by the gifts of those who 

receive that peace. As Chip Hardwick, Presbyterian pastor puts it, “Jesus’ challenge was – and 

still is – to connect with folks on their own terms. He didn’t see people as potential ways to 

sustain church communities” (“Is yours a ‘healthy’ congregation? Presbyterians Today. June 20, 

2019. https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/pt-0719-bible/. Accessed 6/30/19 and dates 

following). Which, to tell you the truth, is the point that many congregations are at today. 

 Here’s an example of what I mean. As I’ve moved around the country and when I’m able 

to travel, I often will find a congregation to worship with during my time there. And there have 

been times when I am the youngest person in the sanctuary, which is when things begin to get 

interesting as the conversation usually ends up going 1 of 2 ways. One—the regular worshipers 

are genuinely curious about who I am and my story. More often though, what happens, is a 

conversation that goes something like this:  

Church member says, “Welcome, so glad you could be here today.”  

 I respond, “Thank you so much. It was a lovely service.” 

 Church member: “Glad you enjoyed it. We hope you’ll come again sometime. We have a 

choir, bible study, and Sunday school—we’d love to have you join us.” 

 Me: “Well, actually, I’m only visiting for the weekend and was looking for a place to 

worship. So, I probably won’t be here again.” 

 Church member: “Oh, well that’s too bad. It would have been so nice to have a young 

person here each week.” 

 And there it is. The statement that says it all—“it would have been so nice to have a 

young person here.” Do you pick up on what it’s saying? Let’s lay it out. First, “nice to have a 

young person.” Not, it would have been so nice to see and have you. Just would have been nice 
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to get another young person through the doors so we can see young people in worship. Second, 

“here each week.” No question of what my life is like or what I’m interested in. Just an 

expectation that now that I’ve been once, I’ll come every week—adding my presence, and 

probably what they’re thinking but not saying, my money to sustain the congregation. And we 

wonder why young people aren’t getting involved—when this is the majority of interactions that 

happen when young people finally show up in worship—what it tells me, what it tells us is that 

the community of faith is not interested in me as an individual, but that they are interested in me 

as a statistic—someone to bring down the average age, to contribute more money, to ensure the 

survival of the institution. And so, people don’t come. And perhaps, we need to stop expecting 

them to show up. Instead, perhaps, we need to follow the example of Jesus as he sent out the 

seventy, and go out, beyond our walls, to meet people where they are—in the coffee shop, at 

their jobs, playing sports, and so on and so forth and build a relationship that way. Build a 

relationship that surpasses the boundaries of our walls and assures people they are loved by God 

exactly as they are, where they are, extending and hopefully receiving hospitality. 

 For at the end of the day, that’s what this passage has at its core—hospitality and 

welcome. Elaine Heath, a professor of evangelism explains: 

The role of hospitality in the mission cannot be overstated. The hospitality of the seventy 

is shown in their mission of peace, in which they eschew all forms of exploitation, self-

centeredness, and personal gain. Their single purpose is to prepare others to encounter 

Jesus. This is done peacefully, through grateful presence and conversation. The apostles 

must be relational and respectful in order to be invited into others’ homes, where they 

might share the gospel of the kingdom of God. Theirs is a vulnerable position, for they 

cannot force receptivity or hospitality on the part of others. The apostles must be willing 
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to go without food, shelter, or welcome for the sake of the gospel. The hospitality of 

those to whom the apostles are sent is an openness to hear and respond to the gospel. If 

the apostles are truly representative of Jesus, they can expect a positive response from 

many, for the harvest is plentiful and ready, Jesus says. What is lacking is laborers who 

are prepared to go forth in the apostolic spirit described in this text. (Feasting on the 

Word, Year C, Vol. 3, Eds. David Bartlett and Barbara Brown Taylor, Westminster John 

Knox Press, Louisville, KY., 2010. 218) 

Hear that one sentence again, “If the apostles are truly representative of Jesus, they can expect a 

positive response from many, for the harvest is plentiful and ready” (Ibid.). Jesus looks at the 

world, and as David Lose points out, “he sees abundance where others might see scarcity. This is 

decidedly not because he is an optimist but, rather, because of his faith in ‘the Lord of the 

harvest.’ Jesus does not commission the seventy to prepare a harvest; that remains God’s 

responsibility. Rather, Jesus commission his disciples (1) to gather the harvest in and (2) to pray 

that other laborers will join them in this important work” (Ibid., 217). 

 Perhaps it’s time we started doing the same—stepping out into the world in a way that is 

truly representative of Jesus. Stepping out into the world, going beyond our walls, offering 

peace; not seeking our own gain or power or fame but offering solely God’s love and peace, 

without judgment or scorn or criticism. For that’s what Jesus was about and what we’ve been 

called to do. To go beyond what we’re comfortable with or what we know in order to share the 

good news, trusting that at the end of the day, God will provide. 

  


