
T H E  C O R N I N G

Presbyterian
 Beginning this past month, I dove into a new sermon series from A Sanctified Art titled, “Unraveled: 
Seeking God When Our Plans Fall Apart.” It seemed appropriate for where we find ourselves—six months into 
a global pandemic; disagreement over how we deal with said pandemic; and living in the middle of so much 
change and upheaval that we wonder what happened to the lives and world we knew. One of the things I so 
appreciate about this series is that it provides and adds creative pieces, including poetry. Each week, I close our 
small group with the poem that has been written to coincide with that scripture lesson. This month I want to 
share with you the poem, written by Sarah Are, that goes with the Jeremiah 29 passage—where the prophet is 
telling the people in exile to settle down in Babylon and allow their dream of returning home to unravel.  

When Dreams Unravel
(I Hope You Brought Your Raft)

If I can’t spend my quarantine with you,
Then I will spend my quarantine writing love letters.
They will sound something like this:

“Dear old friend,
It seems that this life is a river that ebbs and flows.
And it seems we have found ourselves in the rapids—
Choppy waters, where it’s hard to stand.

So I was writing to say that I hope you brought your raft.
And by a raft, what I really mean is
I hope you take long walks.
I hope you watch stand-up comedy and laugh until you sides hurt.
I hope you call home a little more often.
I hope you write some love letters, and perfect your grandmother’s bread recipe.
I hope you learn something new.
I hope you paint that wall you always wanted to,
Or finally tighten the toilet seat screws.
I hope you stay busy,
But really I hope you rest.
I hope you pray.
And I hope your whole life feels like worship.

And if the water pours into your boat,
I hope you remember that you were baptized in this same stream,
Which is to say—there’s no where that God is not.

So I’ll meet you at the end of the rapids.
Until then, keep checking your mail.”

(c) A Sanctified Art, 2020, Sarah Are, reprinted with permission
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I invite you to take a few moments to reflect on the poem and what you hear in it. Then continue reading 
for some of my thoughts.

We never know what the next day or week or month will bring, just as we don’t know what might be 
next as we raft down a new river. And it does seem as if we have found ourself in some rapids—rapids that 
we’re not sure when will end; rapids that we’re just trying to survive. If you’ve every been white water rafting 
this might sound familiar.

I went one time with my family, when we were traveling in Colorado and I learned something about 
rafting to and through rapids that I was reminded of the other day. Your guide in the raft knows the river, knows 
what is coming up, and is there to make sure you get through it safely and enjoy the ride. As you begin to 
approach a set of rapids, you have to paddle harder to make sure you start and then stay on the right path. It 
takes more energy, more effort to travel through the rapids.

Something like this global pandemic, something that has so upended many of our lives, a communal 
trauma, takes more effort and energy to get through. If you find yourself more tired and exhausted after doing 
less, that’s normal. Our brains and our bodies are trying to deal with all of the change that has been thrust upon 
us. As I talked about last month, it’s okay to pause and take some extra time to do things. To pause and take 
some time to reflect and rest. After rafting through rapids, there is often a stretch of calm water where everyone 
rests from paddling. Our challenge right now is finding that calm water in the middle of the rapids—because 
unlike rapids in a river, we don’t know when these will end.

Which brings me to the next part of the poem—“I hope you bought your raft.” The author lists a number 
of things that could serve as a raft—a place to find safety and rest. Some of them might be familiar to you and 
things that you like to do. Some of them might be things you haven’t considered. And you might have some 
other ideas on what serves you best as a place or activity of rest that feels like worship. The world might be 
telling us that we don’t have time for these things or that they are not as important as being busy—the world is 
wrong. Over and over Jesus found places of rest. In the midst of the rapids of his life, he took time for meals 
with friends, time to pray, time to worship. We must do the same if we want to make it to the end of these 
rapids.

Finally, our baptism. I love this image—“…if the water pours into your boat, / …remember that you 
were baptized in this same stream, / which is to say—there’s no where that God is not.” Water is an integral part 
of our baptism and here the author reminds us that the water of the rapids is the same water in which we were 
baptized. God was there with us at our baptism, claiming us. God is there in the rapids. A clergy friend of mine, 
Jess Cook, puts it this way:

At some point in seminary, I was introduced to the idea of remembering my baptism every time I interacted 
with water. This ideas has held so strongly through years of practice that it now comes without thought - 
rain starts falling and every drop on my head, every plink on the gutter reminds me I am loved, even when I 
do not have the capacity to ask for it. Tear ducts become wellsprings within me, sometimes gushing one at 
the most unexpected moments. The rain on my back a reminder of the holiness around me, each tear a 
reminder of the holiness within me, grounding me in who I am and connecting me to everything else. It 
rains and I am loved. I cry and I am loved. I wash my hands and I am loved. Hard as I may try sometimes 
(and I guarantee I have certainly tried hard), I have realized I simply cannot outrun my belovedness. None 
of us can. (https://www.facebook.com/morelightpresby/photos/a.441056458114/10158547922213115/)

We are God’s beloved. God was present when we were baptized in the water and the Spirit. God is present in 
the midst of rapids of our lives. So, as we continue through these challenging times, may you find your raft 
(your place of safety and rest), and may you remember that God is always near and always guiding all of us.

Grace and Peace, 
         Pastor Jessica  
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Diana Scott October 3
Anna Leonard October 9
Casey Jones October 12
Angie Mullen October 15
Terry Helvie October 16
Kurt Scott October 18

      Marissa Drake                           October 26
Clint Mullen                      October 27
Rachael Olive                            October 27
Betty Hoskins October 28
Quaid Eddy October 29
Carson Boswell October 30
Rosalie Lamb October 30

               
      We ask for your help in keeping an accurate 

birthday list. If you have any changes or additions, 
please let us know.

The family of Darwin Shires
The family of John Nicholson
The family of Darlene Brees

The family of Bob Drake
The family of Harold Voggesser

Phyllis Brokaw
Dan Swartz
Fred Bryson

Cheri Griffith
Megan and Josh
Darrin Sheets
Rosalie Lamb

Delores Parcher
Klint Maeder

Edna Carl
Kimberly Wilson

Dick and Betty Pettit
Beth Waddle
Chris Boswell

We ask for your help in keeping the prayer list 
current. If you have any changes or additions, 

please let us know.
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Newsletter Deadline 

If you would like an announcement or news printed in the 
newsletter we ask that you submit it, in writing, to the office 

before the deadline.


For the November newsletter, please submit all news and 
announcements by Wednesday,  October 21st. 

Thank you so much for your understanding and help in making 
sure we get information communicated to everyone.
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	 On Sunday, October 4, we will be receiving the 
Peace and Global Witness special offering. This 
offering enables the church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice 
across the world. We will keep 25% of the total we 
receive to be used for our congregation to connect 
with the witness of Christ’s peace. Mid councils 
(presbyteries and synods) retain an additional 25% for 
ministries of peace and reconciliation and the 
remaining 50% is used by the Presbyterian Mission 
Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures 
of violence, including our own, through collaborative 
projects of education and Christian witness. You may 
find additional information here: https://
specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/peace-global-
witness/#resources





There will be a congregational meeting at the end of 
worship on Sunday, October 18th. We will be receiving a 
report from the nominating committee, voting on additions 
to the church bylaws, and voting on the pastor’s terms of 
call. Information will be available in the foyer starting 
Sunday, October 4th and will be sent via email as well. 
Attending and participating in the congregational meetings 
is an expectation of church membership. You may attend 
either in-person or via Zoom.


 

Our sermon series around the Unraveled 
theme is continuing through October and 
November. A small group is meeting each 

week on Sunday mornings at 8:30 a.m. You 
may come in person—we meet in the 

fellowship hall and masks are required. Or 
you may join via Zoom—let Pastor Jessica 
know if you need the link. Study journals 

continue to be available in the foyer and our art project at the sanctuary is taking shape. The 
sanctuary is open Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. and also on 
Wednesdays from 5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. if you’d like to stop by for some time of reflection and to 

participate in the artwork.
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Sunday School, All Ages: 9:00 AM
Sunday Worship Time: 10:00 AM

Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/1stprescorning
See all the news on our Website:  1stprescorning.org

Betsy Akin
Megan Boswell

Session Members
Phil Morris

Chuck Lund
Diana Scott
Sue Selby
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The First Presbyterian Church 

of Corning believes in the good 
news of the Gospel and will 
grow through and share the 
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our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ.
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