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 The month of November, with its Thanksgiving holiday, reminds us to live into an attitude of gratitude. 
It’s a reminder to pay attention to the things and people for which we are grateful. Scripture reminds us that this 
practice of gratitude is not to be limited to a specific month, but something we are to practice throughout the 
year. The letter to the Philippians says, “Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God” (4:6, NRSV, emphasis mine). And in 
the letter to the Colossians we read, “As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your 
lives in him, rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in 
thanksgiving” (2:6-7, NRSV, emphasis mine). 

 These are only two of many instances where we read of how important giving thanks is to our lives. It’s 
an invitation found throughout Scripture; an invitation to be thankful. The support for living life in a thankful 
way is found not only in Scripture, but is supported by science. Harvard Medical School and positive 
psychology research define gratitude “as the appreciation of things that are valuable or meaningful to 
you” (https://www.cnbc.com/2017/11/22/how-being-thankful-can-boost-your-well-being-and-success.html, 
accessed October 16, 2019) and numerous studies have found that “taking the time to be thankful and 
appreciative for things you have received, tangible or intangible, makes you feel more positive emotions, relish 
good experiences, improves your health, helps you deal with adversity, and builds strong relationships” (Ibid.). 

 That’s a lot of different things that are supported solely by the attitude of gratitude. The question often 
becomes, though, how can we make thankfulness a part of our daily lives—how do we introduce it into our 
routines, especially when there is already so much happening. To help with this the church is once again 
offering a gratitude calendar for the month of November. This one is slightly different from last year in that 
instead of being one sheet of paper, this is a month of cards—cards that have a picture on one side and a 
thankful prompt on the other. The nice thing about these is that they are something you could use over and over 
again—not just this year, but any year, or even any other month. You’ll find them available in the foyer. Also, if 
you prefer the one sheet of paper, you can find all the prompts printed that way—you’ll just need to date them. 

 I hope that this is something everyone will try and take part it. The benefits of living as thankful people 
are almost too numerous to count. It’s also part of living as a disciple of Christ—that we offer our thanksgivings 
to God. So, as we go through the month of November, I pray we all find something to be thankful each day and 
remember that giving thanks doesn't need to be limited solely to this month but is something we can practice all 
year long. 

 As part of practicing gratitude, I want to express my deepest thanks. Thank you to everyone who 
coordinated and came to the Pastor Appreciation Potluck. Thank you so much for the wonderful words of 
support, the cards, and the flowers. All of your thoughtfulness is so greatly appreciated. Thank you. 

        Grace and Peace, 
         Pastor Jessica
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November 3 

Ushers: Denise and Larry Kester 
Liturgist: Ann Meyers 

November 10 
Ushers: Sam and Brennan Kester 
Liturgist: Angie Mullen 

November 17 
Ushers: Chuck and Maria Lund 
Liturgist: Phil Morris 

November 24 
Ushers: Angie Mullen, Eleanor 
McManis, Doug Leonard, and 
Bev McMahon 
Liturgist: Alec Turner 

You are encouraged to ask a 
child to help you with

ushering duties, such as 
handing out bulletins and 

collecting the offering. 
They are happy and 

eager to help.

Randy Olive          November 4
Connie Helvie     November 6
Denise Swartz          November 6
Carolyn Curtis          November 8
Karen Carlson          November 9
Scott Akin                November 13
Ruth Goldsmith      November 15
Rob Sink          November 18
Aspen McManis      November 20 
Madison McManis November 20
Donna Peckham     November 26
Sarah Clark              November 28
Holly Steeve           November 28
Margot Wheeler      November 28

Lisa Konecne
Jenny and Emma Campbell

Judy Beckett
Ron Walter
Gary Allen
Ron Brown

Cheryl Richey
Phyllis Brokaw
Joleen Nelson
Louis Manly
Barb Sleep

Bernice Miller
Sherry Griffith

Richard Freshour
Cheryl Swartz

Linda Hill-Sharp
Shelly Quillen
Becky Butcher
Tom Butcher

Help us keep the prayer and 
birthday lists current ~ forward any 
changes that need to be made to the 

church office.
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Newsletter Deadline 

If you would like an announcement or news printed in the 
bulletin or newsletter we ask that you submit it, in writing, to the 

office before the deadline.


For the December newsletter, please submit all news and 
announcements by Wednesday, November 20th. 

Thank you so much for your understanding and help in making 
sure we get information communicated to everyone.
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The office will be open on Mondays, Tuesdays, and 
Wednesdays, from 8:00 a.m. to Noon. All 

announcements for the bulletin are due by 9:00 
a.m. on Wednesday of each week. 

CELEBRATING 150 YEARS! 

	 We are rapidly nearing the end of our 150th Anniversary 
Celebrations. Our culminating events will be held on Sunday, 
November 17. 


	 We will start at 10:00 a.m. with a service of worship that will 
include the Sacrament of Holy Communion. We are pleased to 
announce that all the installed pastors of First Presbyterian will 
either be present or represented. The Reverends Jessica 
Paulsen and Ken Rummer will be presiding at the table and the 
children of the Reverend Bill Sinning, David, Diane, and Judy, 
will all be attending. The sermon that morning will be offered by 
Amgad Beblawi, Interim Executive Presbyter of the Presbytery 
of Des Moines.


	 A catered lunch will follow the worship service. Primrose is 
providing the meal and dessert is being provided by Sweet 
Desires Bakery. We will be taking a free will offering to help 
cover the costs of lunch. The menu is:


Lemon Rosemary Chicken


Smoked Pork Loin with Apricot Glaze


Herb Roasted Potatoes


Green Beans with Almonds


Chopped Salad


Rolls and Butter


Variety of Iced Cupcakes


So, if you haven’t made your reservations, get them to Pastor Jessica 
(pastor@1stprescorning.org) by Friday, November 1, 2019! 

A huge thank you to the 150th anniversary committee members for all of their hard work this year: 
Betsy Akin, De Heaton, and Sue Selby.
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It is that time of year that the Stewardship and Finance committee 
is working on the budget for the upcoming year.  We are gathering 
information for the expense side of the budget and in mid-No-
vember all members and other regular givers of the church will be 
receiving materials for the income side. We ask that you read the 
materials carefully and prayerfully consider your giving for the up-
coming year.  Financial giving to the church supports our congre-
gation and the work it does both inside and outside the church building.  As we 
celebrate our 150th anniversary milestone it is a time to reflect on what having 
the First Presbyterian Church in our lives means to us and how important it is to 
continue our mission for the next 150 years by sharing our financial gifts.   We 
work very hard to see that everyone who wants to make an estimate of giving 
receives the materials but If you do not receive the mailing and would like one, 
please contact the church office.  It is our plan to have all estimates into the 
church by the beginning of December so the budget can be approved at the 
December 8 Session meeting.  If you have any questions at all, please feel free 
to contact any of us– Nancy and Alec Turner, Gary Badgett, Burton Heaton, 
Randy Olive and Ken Pangburn.  Thank you for your support of the church!


			Peace and Global Witness Special Offering

We received the Peace and Global Witness Special Offering on World Communion 

Sunday, October 6, 2019. This offering enables the 
church to collaborate in the proclamation of Christ’s 

peace. As with the Pentecost Offering, a portion 
(25%) of all that we receive stays in our 

congregation. We collected $563.00 which means 
that $140.75 will stay with our congregation. Those 

funds have been designated by the Session to 
support the upcoming Southwest Partnership trip to 
El Salvador which is happening February 4-11, 2020.


This Is Foster Care Presented by 
Fostering Hope of Southwest Iowa 

will be held in the Corning Community Center Thursday, Nov. 7th, at 
6:30 P.M. This is a learning opportunity open to all whether interested in 

becoming a foster parent or just wondering how you can help without 
having to go through the  licensing process. FREE CHILDCARE 

PROVIDED by Southwest Valley Y-Teens Corning Public Library starting 
at 6 P.M. Please call 641-322-4917 to RSVP if you plan on utilizing the 

childcare. 
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Don’t Forget!! November 3rd at 2 A.M. it will be time to turn 
clocks back one hour. 





Pastor Jessica will be out of the office and away on 
retreat from Monday, October 21 through Sunday, 

November 3. She will be back in the office for regular 
hours starting Monday, November 4. If you need 

anything while she is away, please feel free to contact 
Kat at the office during her regular hours (M, T, W, 8:00 

a.m. - Noon), Megan Boswell, our elder of the month, or 
Karen Carlson, chair of care of members.


                                                                                                                                                                      





Over many years the Harvest Offering has enabled Presbyterians 
to share the love of Christ with many friends and neighbors. Your 
gifts make this possible. Offering will be held Nov. 24th. 
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Soon it will be time to support the Christmas Angels Program. Christmas Angels is an               
interdenominational group of community members that reach out to individuals, families, and  
senior citizens in the Adams Community that may need extra help at Christmas time. Each 

participating church takes several families and is responsible to see that the families are   
taken care of by giving gifts for the children and cash that provides a food card with a list of 

specific food/supplies such as hamburger, ham, vegetables, canned goods for the families to 
pick up at local stores.


 

Please consider adopting a family. The slips will be posted in the foyer mid-to-late            

November!  If you adopt a child, please adopt all the children in the family or work with     
another person so the children’s gifts will be fairly equal, just like you would treat your own 

children.

 


If you would like to give a cash donation, designate your donation “Christmas Angels” and 
put it in the Sunday offering or checks may be sent to: Christmas Angels; 710 Davis Avenue, 

Corning, Iowa 50841.

 


Thank you so much for your generosity. If you have any questions, please let contact Nancy 
Turner.


 

Thanks for doing this,


Nancy Turner
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Sunday School, All Ages: 9:00 AM
Sunday Worship Time: 10:00 AM

November 2019

First Presbyterian Church 
907 Grove Avenue
Corning, Iowa 50841
(Return Service Requested)

Rev. Jessica Paulsen
Home phone: 641-418-8143

Email:  
pastor@1stprescorning.org

Mission Statement
The First Presbyterian Church 

of Corning believes in the good 
news of the Gospel and will 
grow through and share the 

love, grace, and compassion of 
our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ.

Church Phone
641-322-4917

Email:
office@1stprescorning.org



T H E  C O R N I N G  P R E S B Y T E R I A N

Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/1stprescorning
See all the news on our Website:  1stprescorning.org  

Gary Badgett
Megan Boswell
Karen Carlson

Session Members
De Heaton

Chuck Lund
Randy Olive

Ken Pangburn

Diana Scott
Sue Selby

Nancy Turner
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