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 The first Sunday of Lent and the beginning of our journey through the Bible in 90 days is this Sunday, 
March 1, 2020. All the resources for taking part in the Bible in 90 Days challenge, including the reading 
schedule, participant’s guides, and Bibles for those who requested them, are now available in the church foyer. 
Small groups are in the process of being scheduled. One of them is going to meet each Sunday at 8:30 a.m. 
Look for additional information on groups meeting during the week in upcoming bulletins and emails. Join in as 
we make this journey through Lent and Scripture together. 

 To begin our Lent reflections, consider these words from Ann Weems about the journey through Lent. 

         Grace and Peace, 
          Pastor Jessica

“The Walk” 

Those of us who walk along this road

	 do so reluctantly.

Lent is not our favorite time of year.


We’d rather be more active—

	 planning and scurrying around.

All this is too contemplative to suit us.

Besides we don’t know what to do

	 with piousness and prayer.


Perhaps we’re afraid to have time to think,

	 for thoughts come unbidden.

Perhaps we’re afraid to face our future

	 knowing our past.

Give us the courage, O God,

	 to hear your word

	 and to read our living into it.

Give us the trust to know we’re forgiven,

	 and give us the faith

	 to take up our lives and walk.


from Kneeling in Jerusalem, (C) 1992 Westminster John Knox Press  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March 1 
Ushers: Brennan and Sam Kester  
Liturgist: Jim Heaton  
Nursery: Sherry Keefe 

March 8 
Ushers: Denise and Larry Kester 
            Chuck and Maria Lund 
Liturgist: Donna Peckham 
Nursery: Phil and LeAnn Morris 

March 15 
Ushers: Betsey Akin and Karen Carlson 
Liturgist: Phil Morris  
Nursery: Angie Mullen 

March 22 
Ushers: Doug Leonard and Bev McMahon 
Liturgist: Nancy Turner 
Nursery: Gary and Diane Badgett 

March 29 
Ushers: Angie Mullen and Ann Myers 
Liturgist: Sherry Keefe 
Nursery: Brennan and Sam Kester 

You are encouraged to ask a child to help you with 
ushering duties, such as handing out bulletins and 

collecting the offering. They are happy and eager to 
help. 

 
 Ivan Wolf March 4

Ashton Boswell March 5
J. Connor Akin March 9
Marjorie McMahon March 12
Phillip Fehrle March 20
Samuel Richey March 25

We ask for your help in keeping the birthday list 
current. If you have any changes or additions, 

please let us know that as well.

The church’s prayer chain is once again active. If 
you have a prayer request you would like to 

share, call Pastor Jessica and she will pass it on. 
You can also submit them online through our 

website at: 1stprescorning.org
If you’d like to be part of our ministry of prayer, 
talk with Michelle Leonard and she will get you 

added.
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Newsletter Deadline 

If you would like an announcement or news printed in the 
bulletin or newsletter we ask that you submit it, in writing, to 

the office before the deadline.


For the March newsletter, please submit all news and 
announcements by Wednesday,  March 25th. 

Thank you so much for your understanding and help in 
making sure we get information communicated to everyone.



T H E  C O R N I N G  P R E S B Y T E R I A N

                                                                                                                                         


Did You Know:
 Backgrounds Coffee Bar carries a selection of books 
written by Iowa authors (or authors with an Iowa 
background). Several titles are faith based books in which the 
author’s share God’s love and work in their lives. 

Such authors include: 

“Shirley, Goodness, and Mercy” by Norma Fast is a delightful story about a loving relationship 
between Grandparents and grandchildren. (Based on Psalm 23:6) This is a children’s book.

“Surviving Uncle Hitler” by Dorothea Wollin Null. This is a true story of a little girl’s guest for 
meaning in a dark world that led to faith in Christ and to a freedom greater than that of a country or 

politics.

“Learning to Live Again” by Kay Lewis Fast. This book takes you through the horrific journey of grief 
after the loss of a cherished loved one. This book stresses the importance of faith with scripture 
heading each chapter. This book gives hope it is possible, through Christ, to learn to live again.

“It’s Not Goodbye” by Brenda Grose. This is a true story of one ordinary family who meets our One 
Extraordinary God in beyond ordinary ways. After losing a solved son, this family find God revealing 

himself as this family finds healing and understanding through this heartbreaking loss.

“Conversations with a Church Mouse” by Warren G. Blaisure. This is a fun tale that teaches us we 
should follow God while enduring life’s challenges and enjoying its victories. This is a fun little read 

with a little “preaching” added. 

“Faith Killer” also by Warren G. Blaisure. This is a book that talks about resentment and gives ideas of 
help in recovering faith and rebuilding relationships. 

“Celebrate Grandparenting” by Elaine McAllister. This book features 101 ideas to intentionally 
celebrate life with grandchildren, near or far, by transforming fleeting moments into forever 

memories. This book helps grandparents be an intentional influencer in faith, morals, and ethics. This 
is a “how to” book on Christian grandparenting. 
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EMAIL ADDRESS CHANGES 
We have been slowly working in the office to 

shift all of our email to addresses with the 
church's domain name.


If you are emailing our office manager, Kat, 
please use: office@1stprescorning.org 


If you're trying to reach Pastor Jessica by email 
please use: pastor@1stprescorning.org 


Thanks for your help with this change.





Sign up now for the Spring Work Trip!

The dates are Sunday, March 15 through Friday, March 20. 
The group will be staying at the Presbyterian Church of the 
Cross in Omaha, NE and helping with Missouri River Flood 
Relief. The trip is open to youth and adults, although youth 

must be at least 13 years old.

If you’re planning on staying overnight through the 

week, you must sign up with Pastor Jessica by 
Tuesday, March 10th! 

Pastor Jessica will be traveling over to work for the day on 
Wednesday, March 18 and has room for a few people to go 

with her. Let her know if you want to help for just the day.


 

It might not seem like spring, but it’s almost time to spring 
your clocks ahead 1 hour!

Daylight Saving Time begins on Sunday, March 8th!


This is also a good time to check the batteries in your 
smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors.
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Pastor Jessica will be out of the office from Thursday, March 
12 through Monday, March 16, 2020 due to the death of a 

friend. Karen Carlson and Ken Pangburn will be leading 
worship on Sunday, March 15. If you need anything during 

that time, please reach out to either Megan Boswell (the elder 
of the month) or Karen Carlson (chair of care of members).


 

Gary Badgett, Bev McMahon, Pastor Tim Maxa, and Pastor 
Jessica recently returned from their trip down to El Salvador and a 

visit to our sister community, Alejandria.


You can read about their travels and adventures on the church 
website at:


https://www.1stprescorning.org/elsalvador2020


We learned while we were there that there were a few families in 
our community who did not have water tanks. Since being back, 
we have already raised the money needed to purchase a tank for each of those families. Thank you 

so much for your generosity and continued support of this ministry partnership.


Also, while there, we learned that the community was beginning to price out what they needed for 
fertilizer for the coming year. This is a very important gift that we can help provide. As one farmer has 

said, “We hope to count on your valuable support as we have limited resources and we only have 
work in agriculture which isn’t very profitable because of climate change and at times we lose all our 
harvest.” Most families depend on what they grow to provide their food throughout the year. If they 

do not have a good harvest, which is something the fertilizer helps with, they may not eat.


The families need two different types of fertilizer. “Formula” which is used when the plan is a sprout 
and then “Sulfato” which is applied when the plant is bigger so it will produce. Each fertilizer comes 
in a 220 pound bag and it costs about $75 to purchase one bag of each type. It is our hope that we 

can raise enough funds to be able to gift each of our 
families (we have 45) with one bag of each type, so we’re 

hoping for about $3400. Your continued support and 
generosity mean so much to all the people of Alejandria.


You can give online through our website at: 
1stprescorning.org/give or make a check to First 

Presbyterian Church, memo it for El Salvador Fertilizer and 
mail it to the church. Thank you again for all that you do to 

support our friends of Alejandria.


That’s one of the fields of our community as seen from 
the site of the cross above Berlin.
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Sunday School, All Ages: 9:00 AM
Sunday Worship Time: 10:00 AM

Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/1stprescorning
See all the news on our Website:  1stprescorning.org

Betsy Akin
Gary Badgett

Megan Boswell

Session Members
Karen Carlson

De Heaton
Chuck Lund

Phil Morris
Diana Scott
Sue Selby
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First Presbyterian Church 
907 Grove Avenue
Corning, Iowa 50841
(Return Service Requested)

Rev. Jessica Paulsen 
Home phone: 641-418-8143 

Email:  
pastor@1stprescorning.org 

Mission Statement 
The First Presbyterian Church 

of Corning believes in the 
good news of the Gospel and 
will grow through and share 

the love, grace, and 
compassion of our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ.

Church Phone 
641-322-4917 

Email: 
office@1stprescorning.org 


