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 The season of Lent is almost upon us. Sometimes the question arises of what the Lenten season means; 
why do we have Lent? What purpose does it serve besides being the season of the church that leads to Easter? 
The Book of Order describes Lent this way, “It is a season of spiritual discipline and preparation, beginning with 
Ash Wednesday, anticipating the celebration of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ” (W-3.2002d). So, 
yes, it is a time of preparation, the season leading to Easter, but even more than that it is a time of spiritual 
discipline that can begin a renewal of faith. 
 Lent also has a deep history in the Christian tradition. As the Companion to the Book of Common 
Worship says, “Lent apparently evolved as a time for training, particularly as a time of final preparation of 
candidates for baptism at Easter. Lent also became a time for the renewal of the faithful…The Lenten season 
seems to have developed as a period of learning with a focus on what it means to be a follower of Christ…Lent 
had and still has an emphasis on reaffirming baptismal identity, of knowing and living the faith. During Lent, 
we have the opportunity to reaffirm who we are and always will be, in anticipation of Easter” (109). 
 This season begins with Ash Wednesday on March 6th. The Companion to the Book of Common Worship 
explains, “Ash Wednesday signifies a time to turn around, to change directions, to repent. This first day of Lent 
reminds us that unless we are unwilling to die to our old selves, we cannot be raised to new life with Christ. The 
first step of this journey calls us to acknowledge and confront our mortality…” (109-110). This is why we begin 
Lent with the imposition of ashes. It’s not just an outward symbol of our faith, but a reminder to each of us and 
others that “we are dust and to dust we shall return.” This year, you’ll have two opportunities to receive the 
imposition of ashes. Pastor Andrew Bardole and I will be offering “Ashes to Go” on Main Street from 11 am to 
1 pm. You’ll probably be able to find us either at Backgrounds or on the sidewalk. We will also be offering a 
joint Ash Wednesday service at 7:00 p.m. at the Methodist Church. 

 I hope that you’ll join us as we begin our Lenten journey and find ways to deepen 
your spiritual disciplines and faith throughout the season. Lenten calendars and 
devotions are available in the church foyer. Also, look for electronic devotions to be 
posted to the Facebook page and website. May this Lenten season be a holy one for 
you.  
         
       Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Jessica 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March 3 
Ushers: 
Liturgist: 
March 10 
Ushers: Ann Myers& Karen Carlson 
Liturgist: Donna Peckham 
March 17 
Ushers: Larry & Denise Kester 
Liturgist: Nancy Turner 
March 24 
Ushers: Chuck & Maria Lund 
Liturgist: Bev McMahon 
March 31 
Ushers: Betsy Akin & Nancy Turner 
Liturgist: 

You are encouraged to ask a 
child to help you with

ushering duties, such as 
handing out bulletins and 

collecting the offering. 
They are happy and 

eager to help!

Ivan Wolf March 4 
Ashton Boswell March 5 
Connor Akin March 9 
Marjorie McMahon March 12 
Phillip Fehrle March 20 
Samuel Richey March 25 

Annual bowling trip Saturday, 
March 30th at 5:00 PM at Tiger 

Lanes in Lenox. Come bowl a free 
game with free shoe rental. Please 
sign up in the church foyer or by 

calling the church office.

Phyllis Brokaw
Joleen Nelson
Louis Manly
Barb Sleep

Lisa Konecne
Bernice Miller

Amanda Mullen
Rita Miltner

Rheanna Lynch
Steve McCann
Sherry Griffith

Richard Freshour
Cheryl Swartz
Denise Swartz

Steve McDermott
Linda Hill-Sharp

Jay Flowers
Shelly Quillen
Becky Butcher
Tom Butcher
Ron Brown
Tony Crow

Help us keep the prayer list
current ~ forward additions or dele-

tions to the church office.

Our apologies if we’ve 
inadvertently missed anyone. Please 
let the office know and we’ll include 

them next month.  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Choir rehearsal 
is Wednesdays 

at 7 p.m.

Pastor	Jessica	plans	on	being	in	the	office	9	a.m.	
to	Noon,	Monday	through	Thursday	and	she	
welcomes	all.	She	can	reached	at:	
the	church:	322-4917;	
at	home:	418-8143;	or	by	e-mail:	pastor1st-
prescorning@gmail.com		
The	office	manager	is	Tamara	Haley.	Her	

office	hours	are	Tuesday	through	Thursday	10:00	a.m.	to	1:00	
p.m.		The	church	e-mail	address	remains	
1stprescorning@gmail.com	and	Tamara	can	be	reached	at	
that	address.
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CELEBRATING 150 YEARS! 

	 2019 is First Presbyterian Church’s 150th Anniversary and we are 
hard at work organizing events and ideas to help us and the 
community celebrate this great milestone. This is a celebration that 
will weave its way through the life of the church the rest of the year 
with some special events but also with ties to our regular annual 
events such as the the BBQ Cook Off in August. Listed below are 
just a few of the things we have in the works so mark your calendars 
and save the dates as we come together celebrating 150 years of 
ministry.


	 Sunday, April 7, after worship:	 Birthday Party! Lunch, Games, and Cake!


	 Tuesday, May 21:	 Hosting the Presbytery of Des Moines


	 Friday, June 14:	 Hosting the Chamber of Commerce Coffee


	 Sunday, July 28:	 Central Park Church Service/Lazy Days Weekend


	 Sunday, August 25:	 BBQ Cook-Off


	 Friday, September 20:	 Homecoming Parade


	 Sunday, November 17:	 Worship and Formal Lunch Celebration


If you have any questions, or are willing to help organize any of the 
above events, please talk with any of the 150th anniversary committee 

members: Betsy Akin, De Heaton, Sue Selby, and Pastor Jessica.
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Mission Statement
The First Presbyterian Church of Corning, believing in the good news of the Gospel, will by our example reflect the 

love, grace, and compassion of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ - 
by joining together in praise and worship

by supporting the mission of the larger church
by reaching out with grace, love, compassion, and generosity to all, assisting those in need

by offering fellowship and support to the family of God, acknowledging that God’s family includes all of humankind
by providing a safe haven for one and all

by sharing the gospel with others
by advocating for social righteousness

by providing educational opportunities.
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	 The words thank you hardly seem 	 	 	                           
	 adequate to convey to you the depths of 
my gratitude for all of your hard work as we 
celebrated my installation last month. From 
those of you who helped with the service, 
to the planning and hosting of the 
reception, to everyone who attended—
thank you so very much. It was a 
wonderful day that will remain in my heart 
and memory forever. It is a joy and 
privilege to enter into covenant with 
each of you and with this congregation. 
Below are a few pictures from the day
—thanks to Shirley Olive for them. So 
once again, from the depths of my 
heart, thank you.	 	 


	 	 Pastor Jessica
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The church now has a website! 
You can find us at: 1stprescorning.org

A huge thank you to De Heaton for all of her work in setting it up. It 
is still in its early stages so if you have any suggestions or questions, 
please let De or Pastor Jessica know. It would be incredibly helpful if 
you are in charge of any of the events or groups of the church to talk 
with De or Pastor Jessica so they can make sure all the information is 

included and gets added to the website.

It might not seem like spring, but it’s almost time to 
spring your clocks ahead 1 hour! 

Daylight Saving Time begins on Sunday, March 10th! 

This is also a good time to check the batteries in your 
smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors.

“One in five adults or roughly 600,000 Iowans live with some form of mental illness. About 
37,000 grapple with serious mental illness daily.” (NAMI Iowa, https://namiiowa.org/about-
mental-illness/facts-figures/)

From February 5 through April 28, 2019 the traveling exhibit Mental Health: Mind Matters is open 
at the Science Center of Iowa (SCI). Presented locally by HealthPartners Unity Point Health, this 
exhibit uses hands-on interactive and immersive multimedia experiences to help visitors explore 
mental illness and its prevalence in society. This exhibit aims to build greater understanding of the 
importance of mental health and create a safe space for meaningful conversations about mental 
illness.

Mental Health: Mind Matters is included with regular SCI admission ($13 for adults, $9 for seniors, 
and $9 for children 2-12). SCI is open Tuesday-Saturday, 10:00 am-5:00 pm and Sunday, Noon-5:00 
pm. They are closed on Mondays.
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Sunday School, All Ages, 9:00 AM
Worship Time: 10:00 AM

Join us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/1stprescorning
Website:  1stprescorning.org

Gary Badgett
Judy Beckett

Megan Boswell
Karen Carlson

Session Members
De Heaton

Denise Kester
Chuck Lund
Randy Olive

Ken Pangburn
Diana Scott
Sue Selby

Nancy Turner
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First Presbyterian Church 
907 Grove Avenue
Corning, Iowa 50841
(Return Service Requested)

Rev. Jessica Paulsen 
Home phone:

641-418-8143 
Email:  

pastor1stprescorning@ 
gmail.com 

Is your newsletter address 
label marked with red?  If so, 
you have been asked to par-

ticipate on Sunday morning in 
some capacity.  Please be 
responsible for finding your 

own replacement.  Thank you!

Church Phone 
641-322-4917 

Email: 
1stprescorning@gmail.com


