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Grace for Each Other 

 Different gifts—that’s what we went through last week—how each person has been given 

a gift of the Spirit and each gift is necessary for the full functioning of the body of Christ. One of 

the things I said last week was a quote by Paul Lehmann in which he was describing this 

fellowship. He wrote: These different gifts are “the commune sanctorum, the fellowship of 

Christians in the world. It does not mean that there are no diversities in the fellowship. Bu it does 

mean that diversities, whether in society or in the church, cannot be preferentially used to disrupt 

and destroy the fellowship.” Our different gifts are to be embraced, accepted by each other, for 

that is how we live into being a community of faith, the body of Christ. 

 Of course, that’s probably much easier said than done. We live in a broken world. A 

world that teaches us and tells us that some gifts are more valuable than others. And having 

learned that lesson from the time we are small, we then live out that teaching in our lives—

placing more importance on some people than others, disregarding some people because we 

don’t believe they have anything to offer to us, and so on and so forth. But that is a false 

teaching. That’s what we discovered last week—there are no gifts that are more valuable than 

others, for all have been given by God, for the good of the community. 

 The challenge then, is figuring out how to let go of the false teaching and live into God’s 

command and our passage from 1 Peter has some insight for us. First, a short introduction to 1 

Peter to set the context of the letter. As David L. Bartlett explains: 
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First Peter is one of the general or catholic epistles…The general epistles are 

distinguished from other letters in the New Testament in two ways. First, they are not 

attributed to Paul. Second, they are (for the most part) addressed not to a particular 

church but to a group of churches—they are general and, in that sense, catholic. First 

Peter is also “catholic” in the larger sense: It speaks to the condition of churches across 

the traditional lines of time and place. A letter written for churches that are alienated from 

the surrounding society and for Christians who are slandered for their faith. (“The First 

Letter of Peter,” The New Interpreter’s Bible Commentary: Volume X, Abingdon Press, 

Nashville, TN. 2015. 677). 

So, First Peter is written to a group of church, a group of believers. It’s not necessarily replying 

to one specific letter from one specific community as Paul’s letters were doing. These churches 

that are receiving this letter are being slandered and persecuted for their faith—the communities 

of faith have become separated from the rest of the community, alienated from them. Also, 

related specifically to the first verse of our passage “the end of all things is near,” the belief at 

this time is that Jesus is coming back soon, coming back immediately. So, the churches did 

indeed believe that the end was near for Jesus was going to return to the world very soon and 

establish God’s kingdom on earth. This context sets the stage for what we hear in our passage 

today. 

 Since Christ is coming back soon, and we’ve been alienated because of our faith, we 

must maintain the community of faith. To do that, the letter tells us we must maintain constant 

love for one another, for love covers a multitude of sins. What, though, does it mean for a 

community to maintain constant love for one another?  
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This is where the rest of the passage comes to bear fruit. Maintain constant love in 

community means to be hospitable without complaining. It means we are to act as stewards of 

the grace of God and serve one another with the different gifts we have received. Bartlett writes 

of how verses 9-11 show the responsibilities of the church. He says: 

Christians are “gifted”; Christians are “stewards”; Christians “serve.” Christians are 

gifted; their roles in the church are not their own accomplishments but are entirely from 

God. Christians are stewards; they are responsible for the faithful use of those gifts. 

Christians serve; the right us of the gifts God has given is the mutual upbuilding, for the 

sake of other Christians. (Ibid., 743-744) 

This is all part of how we live into being the body of Christ; we are gifted, we steward our gifts 

and God’s grace, and then with those we serve others. 

 Which in turn means we must offer grace to one another. For a steward, is one who 

manages things, one who “actively directs affairs” as Merriam-Webster defines it. So, if we are 

the living ones here on earth who manage, who direct, God’s grace then we must follow God’s 

direction regarding God’s grace, which is that God’s grace is for everyone. Therefore, in the 

community, with all of our different gifts, we are each always to be offering grace to one 

another. For in offering grace, we receive and embrace all the different gifts so we might live as 

the body of Christ. 

 What does this look like? Consider it this way. Couple the idea of grace with the idea of 

the benefit of the doubt, and then in giving each other the benefit of the doubt we are, in 

actuality, offering grace. So, say I come across something really heavy that seems very 

precariously positioned. I could look at that and think 1 of 2 things—either the person who set it 

there did so purposefully, with the understanding it would be very precarious or dangerous; or 
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the person, in setting it there didn’t realize how precarious the position would be, and so I can 

either move it or if I know who set it there, I could mention my concern for how it was 

positioned. Always offering grace to each other means that in every situation, we go with option 

number 2. It means we assume that there is no bad intent in the other persons actions, and we 

give them the benefit of the doubt. 

 The more and more I look at this understanding of grace, the more I realize that the way 

we communicate is so very important. We could be the person seeing the heavy object, we could 

choose option number 2, assuming the person didn’t realize the precariousness of the object and 

go find that person. If I find that person and say something like, “I can’t believe you set that 

thing there! Do you not see how dangerous it is? How could you not be smarter than that? Now, 

someone has to go take care of it, and let’s just hope nothing bad has happened since I saw it!” 

Then I am no longer offering grace or the benefit of the doubt—I’ve turned accusatory which 

means I’m assuming the person had bad intent at some level.  

However, if I approach the person and say, “I saw that you had set this heavy object in 

this location, and I’m a little concerned with how it’s positioned. Perhaps you didn’t realize that 

positioned that way, it is very precarious, and I think we might need to move it.” In this 

statement, grace is continuing to be extended. It shows I’ve assumed innocence on the part of the 

other person “perhaps you didn’t realize” and it expresses my personal concern and what I 

propose as a solution. 

It’s a shift in how we communicate and talk with each other—especially because we’ve 

been taught for years and years to assume the negative, to assume the bad intent. It’s also 

something that takes practice. We’ve become so used to being cautious and suspicious of 
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peoples’ actions, that we haven’t developed the skill of giving the benefit of the doubt, of 

offering grace in our community.  

Which is why the letter emphasizes that this work is done in the midst of community, 

with, for, and as a community of faith. Pheme Perkins, professor of New Testament, explains: 

The biblical vision of salvation focuses on the community, the people of God, rather than 

on isolated individuals. Passages like this one remind Christians today that faith requires 

community. Believers should be active members of local churches that are gathered for 

prayer, for mutual support, for celebration. They are also reminded that local churches 

should be places in which all members of the church share the particular gifts that God 

has given them. (“First and Second Peter, James, and Jude,” Interpretation: A Bible 

Commentary for Teaching and Preaching, Westminster John Knox Press, Louisville, KY. 

1995. 71) 

We cannot fully be a follower of Christ if we are not living as part of a community of faith. For it 

is in that community that we are more fully able to practice and learn what it means to offer our 

gifts and have them be received with grace. 

For the community of faith is made of people who have each been given a different gift 

by God, a gift that is to be offered by the individual to the entire community. And each person is 

a steward of God’s grace. So, as we live out our lives in community, 1 Peter reminds us that we 

are always and forever to be offering grace to each other; offering the benefit of the doubt to 

each other. It takes practice which completes the circle of why we depend on the community to 

offer grace and forgiveness. Because in working to offer grace for all the different gifts, we are 

going to mess it. We are going to make mistakes. We are going to offend. It’s in those times 

especially that we must remember God’s teachings on grace. For when grace and forgiveness are 
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offered in response to our mistakes or our failures, we re-enter the practice and cycle of offering 

grace to each other and become more fully the body of Christ. 

It’s a beautiful thing, when we can all work together as the body of Christ, sharing our 

different gifts with each other, being our true selves, and sharing and receiving grace. May we 

always be practicing and working towards that understanding of community. 

   

  


