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 Exile. A strong term but one I’m finding that I’m resonating a lot with recently. The Israelites wandered 
in exile for 40 years. They had been led out of Egypt by Moses, led out of slavery, and then are forced to 
wander in the wilderness. As the years pass by and they continue to wander through he land, missing all they 
knew - what was familiar and comfortable to them - they get tired and worn out. By the time we get to chapter 
14 in the book of Numbers, the people have had enough. We read: 

Then all the congregation raised a loud cry, and the people wept that night. And all the Israelites 
complained against Moses and Aaron; the whole congregation said to them, “Would that we had died in 
the land of Egypt! Or would that we had died in this wilderness! Why is the Lord bringing us into this 
land to fall by the sword? Our wives and our little ones will become booty; would it not be better for us 
to go back to Egypt?” So, they said to one another, “Let us choose a captain, and go back to 
Egypt.” (Numbers 14:1-4, NRSV) 

The people were so afraid of what they didn’t know that they wanted to go back to being slaves. Because 
slavery was familiar, and exile is a place of not knowing and uncertainty. As Donyelle McCray says, “Exile 
means we do not know what we are going to have or who we are going to be on the other side of this” (qtd. in 
“Listening and Learning” by The Ministry Collaborative). 

 Friends, whether you acknowledge the reality of it or not, we are currently in our own time of exile. 
Everything that was familiar and comfortable has been stripped away. A lot of what we knew about being the 
church - worship in person, sharing meals, singing together - has changed. And what I hear from many of you, 
and there’s a part of me that cries out with you, “Take us back! We want what we know and what makes us 
comfortable and what feels normal.” But just as going back to Egypt wasn’t an option for the Israelites, going 
back to before this global pandemic is not an option for us. As Reggie Blount says, “We need to let go of the 
notion that we are going to be able to go back because I don’t think we will be able to go back. [So, the 
questions become:] How do we heal? Then, how do we think about the new future” (qtd. in “Listening and 
Learning” by The Ministry Collaborative). 

 I don’t know what God's church, the body of Christ in the world, is going to look like on the other side 
of this pandemic (this exile). I don’t know what First Presbyterian Church of Corning is going to be on the other 
side of this exile. And that's scary, and frankly, actually a bit terrifying. But what I do know is that not 
everything about being the church has changed. For being the church means building relationships and 
connections with each other. Being the church means serving our community. Being the church means loving 
each other. These things have not changed! We are still connecting, building relationships, serving, and loving 
others. We see that in our front door/porch visits with each other, in serving the First Friday BBQ in June, in 
continuing to connect through technology when we can’t connect in person. We are still being the church! And 
being the church also means trusting and having faith that God will see us through this exile. God has not 
abandoned us or forsaken us. Instead, as the prophet Isaiah tells us,        
          …Continued on Page 2… 

June 2020

 June 2020



T H E  C O R N I N G  P R E S B Y T E R I A N

…Continued from Page 1…  

Thus says the Lord, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters…Do not remember the 
former things, or consider the things of old. I am about to do a new thing; now it spring forth, do you not 
perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert…I give water in the wilderness, 
rivers in the desert, to give drink to my chosen people, the people whom I formed for myself so that they 
might declare my praise. (Isaiah 43:16, 18-21, NRSV)  

God is at work in this time and is doing something. I don’t know yet what that something is, and I grieve all the 
former things - the things we had and knew and loved. It’s okay to miss what we’ve lost. But if we allow 
ourselves to be as the Israelites were, crying to go back, we might never see this new thing that God is doing. 
And that would be the real tragedy - if we were left behind while God called the church forward. 

 Friends, God is inviting us to follow and so the question is: will we answer that call? Or will we turn 
back to what we knew before? This is not an easy path - God’s way often is not. And we will make mistakes and 
get it wrong and people will be hurt. But here’s what I know: in the midst of all the mistakes, hurt, pain, 
and changes, God is still God and God is still good. And so, we must keep persevering. We must offer grace, 
love, and understanding to each other. And we must keep finding the joy that God offers to us. For as Paul 
Roberts says, “We can’t forget that life is still a gift to be lived. There are myriad ways to live a productive and 
meaningful life. In the midst of crisis, there remain moments of joy and frivolity” (qtd. in “Listening and 
Learning” by The Ministry Collaborative). 

 So, may you continue to find God in this time of exile. May you find those moments of joy, those 
moments of grace and comfort that God continues to offer to us. And may you join me as we work to discover 
the new thing that God is doing - where God is leading us, the church, and all of God’s people. God is good, all 
the time. And all the time, God is good. Thanks be to God! 

        Grace and Peace,  

         Pastor Jessica
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Newsletter Deadline 

If you would like an announcement or news printed in the 
newsletter we ask that you submit it, in writing, to the office 

before the deadline.


For the July newsletter, please submit all news and 
announcements by Wednesday,  June 24th. 

Thank you so much for your understanding and help in making 
sure we get information communicated to everyone.
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Sam Kester June 2
Dolores Parcher June 7
Starla Pottorff June 9
Larry Kester June 10
Phyllis Brokaw June 14
Judy Loonan June 14

 Phil Templeton June 14
      Christy Drake                               June 15

Maggie Jones  June 25
      John Fister                                     June 29
      Molly Oglesbee June 29
      Betsy Akin June 30
      Chloe Keefe June 30

We ask for your help in keeping an accurate 
birthday list. If you have any changes or 

additions, please let us know.

The church’s prayer chain is once again active. If 
you have a prayer request you would like to 

share, call Pastor Jessica and she will pass it on. 
You can also submit them online through our 

website at: 1stprescorning.org. If you’d like to be 
part of our ministry of prayer, talk with Michelle 

Leonard and she will get you added.

The Family of Jeremy Trichel
The Family of Lorene Briles

Mary and terry Robison and their family
Alaina

Connie Helvie
Kimberly Wilson

Troy Waddell
Carolyn Stormer

Dave Pitman
Gary Botkin

Mike and Rita Miltner
Doug Brown
Cheryl Richey

Dick and Betty Pettit
Lloyd Mitchell

We ask for your help in keeping the prayer list 
current. If you have any changes or additions, 

please let us know.

  As we wrap up our Reading the Bible in 90 Days challenge, many people have expressed interest 
in continuing to hold small group studies. Pastor Jessica is looking at possibilities for what to study 
next and wants to hear from you! Many have expressed interest in spending more time with the 
different books of the Bible, so she wants to know - what are the top 5 books of the Bible you would 
want to study? Submit your list to here at: pastor@1stprescorning.org and then be on the lookout for 
an upcoming small group schedule and study.                                                                  


June 2020

http://1stprescorning.org


T H E  C O R N I N G  P R E S B Y T E R I A N

WELCOME TO SUMMER!!

 After much deliberation, discussion and prayerful 

discernment, we have made the decision to suspend 
in person Vacation Bible School for 2020. 


 Instead we will be creating take home kits to serve 
all of our families with fun activities this summer.


 Registration for a kit will be available on our website 
starting June 1st– 1stprescorning.org – or they may 
call the office and leave a message so we can get 

into contact with them. Each family will receive a kit 
and will be asked to register all children in the home. 
We will schedule pick up dates for the kits later this 
summer. You will see more information in the July 

newsletter as well.


 Work nights will begin on Wednesday, June 3, at 7pm in the fellowship hall. The work nights will be 
one hour and will happen each Wednesday in June. Attendees will need to have masks. We will 

provide hand sanitizer as needed. Social distancing will be maintained. All attendees must sign in. 
Please RSVP to Megan Boswell at 641.226.1908 or vbs@1stprescorning.org. We will not be able to 

have more than 10 volunteers at each work night, so please understand our need for RSVP and 
diligence in this time. If you would like to help, but are not comfortable attending in person, we 

completely understand and invite you to contact Megan Boswell for more information on how you 
might help.


 If you know of a family that would benefit from VBS we will have postcards created to distribute in 
person or via mail. Feel free to send suggestions of families via email to vbs@1stprescorning.org or 
leave us a message in the office and Kat or Pastor Jessica will get it added to our postcard list. We 

hope to send postcards in the mail after our June 10th work night.

 


 THANKS!!!

Megan Boswell
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VBS needs your help! 


Sherry Keefe is still collecting disposable pie tins and 
eyes that have been cut out of magazines to be used 
for VBS crafts. If for whatever reason VBS does not 

happen this year then she will be saving them for next 
year. Please contact Sherry Keefe at 712-621-2090 if 

you have any questions. 

http://1stprescorning.org/
mailto:vbs@1stprescorning.org
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A report from the Synod School Committee:


The Committee has come to the difficult decision to cancel Synod School for 2020 as we know it 
due to the pandemic. This is not something we 

wanted to do but because of our care for each other, 
our deep desire not to be a source of illness for 

anyone, and the inability to truly be together as we 
ordinarily are - singing heartily, laughing together, 

sharing meals in close proximity, and more - we feel 
as if this was what we have to do. Recognizing that 
we cannot replicate the Synod School experience 

online, we are not going to try to do so. BUT we are 
working to put together some special opportunities 
for a simpler Synod School online for the week of 

July 27. We are looking at opportunities for worship, 
learning, fellowship and fun and will have a better sent 
of what this looks like by early June. Watch your email (and this newsletter) for additional information 

on how to participate in the pieces that stir your interest. Thanks for understanding and mark your 
calendars for July 25-30, 2021!


 
Thought and Question to Ponder 

We needed to fill a small space here in the newsletter and so Pastor 
Jessica decided to offer you a thought and question to ponder. Feel 

free, if you’d like, to share your pondering with her. She’d love to hear 
from you.


As Presbyterians, we believe “the mission of God in Christ gives 
shape and substance to the life and work of the Church. In Christ, 
the Church participates in God’s mission for the transformation of 

creation and humanity.”


What does this mean to you and how does it influence what you 
believe it means to “be the church (the body of Christ in the world)”?
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All presbytery in-person youth and camping events have 
been cancelled for the summer of 2020, and alternative 

online activities are being considered at this time.
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Sunday School, All Ages: 9:00 AM
Sunday Worship Time: 10:00 AM

Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/1stprescorning
See all the news on our Website:  1stprescorning.org

Betsy Akin
Gary Badgett

Megan Boswell

Session Members
Karen Carlson

De Heaton
Chuck Lund

Phil Morris
Diana Scott
Sue Selby
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First Presbyterian Church 
907 Grove Avenue
Corning, Iowa 50841
(Return Service Requested)

Rev. Jessica Paulsen
Home phone: 641-418-8143

Email:  
pastor@1stprescorning.org

Mission Statement
The First Presbyterian Church 

of Corning believes in the good 
news of the Gospel and will 
grow through and share the 

love, grace, and compassion of 
our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ.

Church Phone
641-322-4917

Email:
office@1stprescorning.org


