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 Individual rights and liberties. Responsibility to the community. That seems to be the dilemma we are in 
the middle of these days. We hear people shouting and proclaiming, “I have the right…,” asserting their 
understanding of being able to do what they want when they want. And yet, there are others saying, “Think of 
the community…how your actions affect those around you.” And it may seem like a complex ethical tangle for 
those of us who follow Christ. We do believe in the right and conscience of the individual, to make the best 
decision as they have been guided by God. Yet, at the same time, we also believe that our actions have impact 
on others and that part of being a Christian is to be mindful of how our actions affect our communities. So, how 
do we balance those two beliefs? For me, I turn to Scripture to guide my understanding of how to answer this 
question and here’s some quick thoughts on what I find: 

In the gospel of John, Jesus is speaking and teaching with his disciples, and he tells them: “This is my 
commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down 
one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you…I am giving you these 
commands so that you may love one another” (vv. 12-14, 17, NRSV). And then in Paul’s first letter to the 
Corinthians, chapter 8, we read:

Since some have become so accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food 
offered to an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. “Food will not bring us close to God.” We 
are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. But take care that this liberty of yours does not 
somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. For if others see you, who possess knowledge, eating in 
the temple of an idol, might they not, since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating 
food sacrificed to idols? So by your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. 
But when you thus sin against members of your family, and wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin 
against Christ. Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may not cause one 
of them to fall. (vv. 7-13, NRSV)

In both of these passages we see the importance of caring for each other, placing the needs of the community 
above our own wants, needs, and desires. And yes, there are times when that means we sacrifice our individual 
rights and liberties, so we might protect the conscience and lives of others. But there are other times when it 
means that we need to be more creative and collaborative about how we fulfill our wants and needs. 

Which means that we must be open and honest about what those wants and needs are, and then look at 
what resources we have, and find a new way, while protecting the community as a whole, to see that those needs 
are met. For example, until yesterday, I was not able to visit Ruth Goldsmith in person. They would not allow 
me to enter the care center. But she still needed pastoral visits, especially after coming under hospice care. So, 
we got creative—the family established a time for visits, Ruth was positioned at her window with someone to 
hold the phone, and we communicated via phone while looking at each other through the window. Was it ideal? 
No. Was it the way we wanted to do it? Absolutely not. Was it the way we found to address the needs of Ruth 
while still protecting the community? Yes!
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When we get so focused on there being only one way to do something, whether it’s pastoral visits, or 
worship, or any other thing, we miss the opportunities to see how we might do those things in a new way. And 
yes, it’s challenging because it is change. It’s not what we’re used to. It’s not what has nourished our spirits and 
souls over the past years and decades. And yet, perhaps we can find new ways of being nourished, new ways of 
being a community of faith, ways that embrace and embody the responsibilities we have to and for each other. 

Friends, God is inviting us down a new path and breaking a path is not easy. As I wrote last month, we 
will make mistakes, get it wrong, and people will be hurt as we try different ways of doing things. But we are 
continually assured that God is still God, God is still good, and God is still with us. And so, having made a 
commitment to each other as this community of faith we call First Presbyterian Church, I invite you to help us 
find this path God is leading us down. Try the new and different things and let me know what worked, what 
didn’t work, what you liked, what you didn’t like, what nourished your soul, and what didn’t. Only by 
discussing and reflecting and evaluating the things we try will we be able to continue to learn, adapt, grow, and 
adjust as we move forward and find our way through this time.

For, at the end of the day, it’s not only about individual rights and it’s not only about responsibilities to 
the community. It’s about how we find a way to honor both of those things, recognizing there are times when 
individuals may have to make sacrifices for the community and there are times when the community may be 
asked to make a sacrifice in order to help or serve an individual. It’s a balance we are always trying to find. I 
hope you’ll join me on this journey of seeking it, knowing that God is good, all the time. And all the time, God 
is good. Thanks be to God!

        Grace and Peace,  

         Pastor Jessica
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Newsletter Deadline 

If you would like an announcement or news printed in the 
newsletter we ask that you submit it, in writing, to the office 

before the deadline.


For the August newsletter, please submit all news and 
announcements by Wednesday,  July 22nd. 

Thank you so much for your understanding and help in making 
sure we get information communicated to everyone.
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JP Jones July 19
Jim Curtis July 22
Darien Keefe July 25
Michelle Leonard July 27
Aaron Leonard July 31
Mike Selby July 31

 
                                     
     

We ask for your help in keeping an accurate 
birthday list. If you have any changes or 

additions, please let us know.

The church’s prayer chain is once again active. If 
you have a prayer request you would like to 

share, call Pastor Jessica and she will pass it on. 
You can also submit them online through our 

website at: 1stprescorning.org. If you’d like to be 
part of our ministry of prayer, talk with Michelle 

Leonard and she will get you added.

Klint Maeder
Darrin Sheets

Ruth Goldsmith and family
Cheryl Swartz

Tyler
Connie Helvie

Kimberly Wilson
Carolyn Stormer

Dave Pitman
Gary Botkin

Mike and Rita Miltner
Doug Brown
Cheryl Richey

Dick and Betty Pettit
Lloyd Mitchell

We ask for your help in keeping the prayer list 
current. If you have any changes or additions, 

please let us know.

  	 As we have wrapped up our Reading the Bible in 90 Days challenge, many people have 
expressed interest in continuing to hold small group studies. Pastor Jessica is looking at possibilities 
for what to study next and wants to hear from you! Many have expressed interest in spending more 
time with the different books of the Bible, so she wants to know - what are the top 5 books of the 
Bible you would want to study? Submit your list to her at: pastor@1stprescorning.org and then be on 
the lookout for an upcoming small group schedule and study.                                                                  
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WELCOME TO SUMMER!!

Registration is currently available on our website 
1stprescorning.org. Please register by July 4th to 

ensure your kit will be ready for pick up.

Kit pick up is July 15th 7pm-8pm and July 19th 

11am-12pm.

If you have any questions or concerns please 

contact Megan at 641.226.1908 or 
vbs@1stprescorning.org.


 





We are excited to say that our church office hours have 
returned to normal. Kat Southwick, our office manager, is in 
the office on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday from 8:00 
a.m. to Noon. You can reach her by phone (641.322.4917), 

email (office@1stprescorning.org), or stop by the church 
building during those times.


Please note that during the week of July 19th, Kat will 
have afternoon hours, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 

starting at 3:00 p.m. 

 

A Virtual Run/Walk/Roll to support Our 
Sister Parish and our partnership with 

the people of El Salvador.


Choose your distance (5K, 10K, or 
more) and your location. Then walk, 
run, ride your bike, or drive your car 
through the month of July to reach 

your chosen distance. You can 
participate from anywhere.


Cost is only $35 and includes a t-shirt.


Sign up at: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/holy-walkamolies-tickets-107102458336
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To the members and friends of First Presbyterian Church in Corning, 

Since March 15th the COVID-19 Pandemic has brought stress and extraordinary disruption to our 
daily lives and to the life of our church.  It is spiritual strength and faith that has guided and helped all 
of us deal with the very real concerns that COVID-19 has brought to our lives physically, mentally 
and economically.  This pandemic has also impacted our church but we are continuing to share and 
live the Gospels good news with the members and friends of our congregation through phone calls, 
home visits, parades, parking lot communion services, Zoom and Facebook worship services, 
weekly mailings of the church services and newsletters.  


The Finance and Stewardship Committee has greatly appreciated the continued generous giving of 
your time, talents and resources during these uncertain times.  The church expenses are primarily 
fixed expenses, so it is only with your continued generosity that we are able to maintain our 
commitment to serve the community during these times.  It is for this reason that we ask all of you to 
review your pledge/giving for 2020.  If you have slipped behind, we would ask that you consider 
catching up during the summer months if possible.  If you have questions about your giving, please 
feel free to contact the church office at 641-322-4917 Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday from 8am 
to Noon or visit with any of us on the committee.


We give praise to God for each of you and pray that you remain in good health.  May each of you 
know the peace that comes from God’s grace and love.


Blessings,


Stewardship and Finance Committee

Betsy Akin, Chair

Gary Badgett, Doug Leonard, Randy Olive, Ken Pangburn, Alec Turner, Nancy Turner 
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Sunday School, All Ages: 9:00 AM
Sunday Worship Time: 10:00 AM

Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/1stprescorning
See all the news on our Website:  1stprescorning.org

Betsy Akin
Gary Badgett

Megan Boswell

Session Members
Karen Carlson

De Heaton
Chuck Lund

Phil Morris
Diana Scott
Sue Selby
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First Presbyterian Church 
907 Grove Avenue
Corning, Iowa 50841
(Return Service Requested)

Rev. Jessica Paulsen
Home phone: 641-418-8143

Email:  
pastor@1stprescorning.org

Mission Statement
The First Presbyterian Church 

of Corning believes in the good 
news of the Gospel and will 
grow through and share the 

love, grace, and compassion of 
our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ.

Church Phone
641-322-4917

Email:
office@1stprescorning.org


