
T H E  C O R N I N G

Presbyterian
 God at work in 2022 - hopefully - that's what I'm going to be looking for anyway. God at 
work. And then giving thanks and expressing gratitude for when I see those God moments. 
Because as I’ve mentioned in previous newsletters expressing gratitude can actually improve 
our mental, emotional, and spiritual well-being. It enhances empathy and reduces aggression. 
Gratitude helps improve self-esteem and mental strength and can help you sleep better (https://
www.forbes.com/sites/amymorin/2014/11/23/7-scientifically-proven-benefits-of-gratitude-that-
will-motivate-you-to-give-thanks-year-round/?sh=78ec9ecd183c). 
 So, I am aiming for gratitude in 2022, specifically in being grateful for where I see God 
at work. Because, friends, as we’ve gone through only one month of 2022 (or 20-20-too, as a 
meme I saw described it), it's already been an overwhelming year and, on some days, I'd just 
like to be done. Done with the pandemic. Done with conflicts and tensions over masks and 
vaccines and trying to evaluate what's safe or not. Just done. So, I’ve decided to make a 
gratitude focus for the year and try to find those moments, rather than dwelling on the 
difficulties. With that in mind, this month I want to express gratitude for God’s work in my life 
that brought me to Corning and give thanks for all of you and this congregation. 
 When I started my path to ordination and ministry in a a church, I really wasn’t sure what 
life would like as a pastor. It’s one of those things that you have to live into for it is a unique 
vocation and calling. I’m grateful to the church I served in Michigan for beginning to teach and 
show me what it meant to be a pastor. And in this year, and this moment, I’m grateful for all of 
you and this congregation here in Corning. For you are showing me what it means to be in 
ministry together - to be partners in following God’s leading and discerning together where we 
are headed. You are showing me support, encouragement, and caring. You want to know me, 
Jessica, as a person, not just as a pastor, and for that I am so grateful. And I'm so pleased that 
God brought us together and led me to Corning.  
 So, thank you. Thank you for being you. Thank for showing up - for each other, for this 
congregation, for me, for the Lord. A special thanks to all of you who contributed to the 

Christmas gift I received in worship the last Sunday 
of 2021 - that was so unexpected and appreciated and 
the simple words “thank you” feel inadequate, yet 
they are all I have to express my appreciation. So, 
thank you! The picture to the left is from that 
Sunday. I see God at work in all of you and this 
community of faith and I hope you see it too. This 
year, let’s bring those moments to each other’s 
attention and express our gratitude.  

Grace and Peace,  
Pastor Jessica 
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February 6
Usher: Megan Boswell
Liturgist: Doug Leonard

February 13
Ushers: Randy and Shirley Olive
Liturgist: Megan Boswell

February 20
Ushers: Pete and Kim Brantner
Liturgist: Betsy Akin

February 27
Usher: Ann Myers
Liturgist: Ken Pangburn

March 6
Usher: Doug Leonard
Liturgist: Randy Olive

March 13
Ushers: Kathy & Ken Pangburn
Liturgist: Quaid Eddy

March 20
Usher: Cindy Peterson
Liturgist: Donna Peckham

March 27
Ushers: Kurt and Diana Scott
Liturgist: Sue Selby

Nancy Turner February 1
Alec Turner February 4
Patti Edwards February 5
Bria Templeton February 5
Becky Pritchard February 7
Beccie Heaton February 10
Alex Morgan February 10
Michelle Morgan February 10
Judy Wolf February 12
Keelo Ahrens February 14
Lisa Konecne February 15
Shirley Olive February 15
Kathy Pangburn February 15
Doug Leonard February 22
Mailee Templeton February 25

We ask for your help in keeping 
the birthday and prayer lists 

current.
If you have any changes or 

additions, please let us know.

Family of Dan Anstey
Family of JoAnn (Goldsmith) Fricke

Family of Shirley Goldsmith
Family of John Robine

Gordon, his sons, and Amy
Diane Morrison
Rachel Hardisty

Teachers and School Employees
All dealing with chronic pain
All dealing with COVID-19
All affected by severe weather

Jerry Baker
Jed Palmer

Tom Schafer
Marvin Smith

Dick Blazek
Doug Hardisty
Arlene Drennan
Cheryl Swartz
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Newsletter Deadline 

For the March newsletter, please submit all news and 
announcements by Wednesday, February 16th. 

Thank you so much for your help in making sure we get 
information communicated to everyone.
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The annual contribution statements were 
sent out in the past few weeks. If you have 
not received one, please let the office know. 

Also, due to the pandemic and the 
transition in our office manager position, it 

is possible that some statements may be 
incomplete. If you find that yours is not accurate please talk with our office manager 
Joni so that we might get you a corrected statement. We apologize in advance for any 

mistakes, ask that you carefully look over your statement, and thank you for your 
understanding in this matter.

	Join	the	Church	Book	Club!	

The church book club is going strong and 
you’re invited to join us! We meet on the third 
Sunday of the month at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. 

For February, we are reading Atlas of the Heart: 
Mapping Meaningful Connection and the 

Language of Human Experience by Brené Brown. 
Then for March, we are reading The Stranger in 

the Lifeboat by Mitch Albom. Reach out to 
Pastor Jessica if you’d like more information.




MEALS ON WHEELS

Members, your help is needed! The second half of 
February is our time to deliver meals. If you would like to 
volunteer, please call Cindy Peterson at 641-431-1143. As 
you know, the earlier you call the better chance you get 

your pick of days. Your help would be appreciated.
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Sunday Worship Time: 10:00 AM
Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/1stprescorning
See all the news on our Website:  www.1stprescorning.org

Betsy Akin
Jackie Butcher
Doug Leonard

Session Members
Avery Morgan
Angie Mullen
Ken Pangburn

Cindy Peterson
Kurt Scott

Nancy Turner
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First Presbyterian Church 
907 Grove Avenue
Corning, Iowa 50841
(Return Service Requested)

Rev. Jessica Paulsen
Home phone: 641-418-8143

Email:  
pastor@1stprescorning.org

Mission Statement
The First Presbyterian Church 

of Corning believes in the good 
news of the Gospel and will 
grow through and share the 

love, grace, and compassion of 
our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ.

Church Phone
641-322-4917

Email:
office@1stprescorning.org


