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 February 26th is Ash Wednesday and will mark the beginning of the season of Lent. As the Book of 
Order describes it, “Lent is a season of spiritual discipline and preparation, beginning with Ash Wednesday, 
anticipating the celebration of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ” (W-3.2002d). So, yes, Lent is a time of 
preparation leading to Easter, but even more than that, it is a time in which we can dedicate ourselves to a 
spiritual discipline that can lead to a renewal of our faith. 

 As part of your Lenten journey, you are invited to join myself and others as we immerse ourselves in 
God’s Word with the Bible in 90 Days challenge. The idea is to read through the entire Bible, Genesis through 
Revelation, in 90 days. Beginning this practice as a Lenten discipline will hopefully guide all of us to a deeper 
understanding of and familiarity with Scripture. By starting the 90 days at the beginning of Lent, we’ll read 
Scripture through the entire season of Lent, the entire season of Easter, and finish right before Pentecost. Then 
on Pentecost, as we celebrate the giving of the Holy Spirit, we’ll also be able to celebrate the conclusion of 
having read the entire Bible in 90 days. 

 There will be resources, including a reading schedule, available in the church foyer in the upcoming 
weeks. Look for more information in the bulletin as well. I’ll also be offering small groups for everyone who 
chooses to participate. In order to plan times for meetings, and make sure we have enough materials, I’m asking 
that if you’re planning on joining the challenge, to please sign up on the sheet in the foyer. I hope you’ll join me 
in this Lenten discipline so we can make the journey through Scripture together.  

         Grace and Peace, 
          Pastor Jessica
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February 2 
Ushers: Betsy Akin, Megan Boswell 
 Diane and Gary Badgett  
Liturgist: Sue Selby  
Nursery: Phil and LeAnn Morris 

February 9 
Ushers: Karen Carlson and 
 Jackie Butcher  
Liturgist: Cindy Peterson 
Nursery: Brennan and Sam Kester 

February 16 
Ushers: Chloe and Darian Keefe 
Liturgist: Ken Pangburn  
Nursery: Bev McMahon 

February 23 
Ushers: Sherry Keefe and  
 Anna Leonard  
Liturgist: Kathy Pangburn 
Nursery: Megan Boswell, 
 Zach and Michelle Morgan 

You are encouraged to ask a child to 
help you with 

ushering duties, such as  
handing out bulletins and  
collecting the offering.  

They are happy and eager to help.

 

Nancy Turner February 1
Alec Turner February 4
Patti Edwards February 5
Bria Templeton February 5
Beccie Heaton                  February 10
Alex Morgan                    February 10
Michelle Morgan             February 10
Sherry Keefe                    February 11
Judy Wolf                         February 12
Keelo Ahrens                   February 14
Lisa Konecne                   February 15
Shirley Olive                    February 15
Kathy Pangburn          February 15
De Heaton                        February 22
Doug Leonard            February 22
Mailee Templeton           February 25

The church’s prayer chain is once 
again active. If you have a prayer 
request you would like to share, 
call Pastor Jessica and she will 
pass it on. You can also submit 

them online through our website 
at: 1stprescorning.org

If you’d like to be part of our 
ministry of prayer, talk with 

Michelle Leonard and she will get 
you added.

With the beginning of the new 
year, we’re making a fresh start 

with the newsletter prayer list. If 
you have someone you’d like to 
add please let Pastor Jessica or 

Kat know and we’ll start with a 
new list next month.

We ask for your help in keeping 
both the prayer list and birthday 

list current. If you have any 
changes or additions, please let us 

know that as well.
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Newsletter Deadline 

If you would like an announcement or news printed in the 
bulletin or newsletter we ask that you submit it, in writing, to 

the office before the deadline.


For the March newsletter, please submit all news and 
announcements by Wednesday,  February 19th. 

Thank you so much for your understanding and help in making 
sure we get information communicated to everyone.
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While you’re enjoying some chili, help the church meet 
some insurance expectations and have your 

background checked! Our insurance expects anyone 
who volunteers when children are present to have a 
background check done. The Session, in working to 
ensure safety for everyone, decided to simplify the 
process and invite all members and friends of the 

church to go ahead and complete a background check. 
This way if you ever want to help in the nursery, 

Vacation Bible School, or any other event at which 
children are present, you don’t have to worry if you’ve 

had your background checked or not - it will already be done! Pastor Jessica will be present 
with her laptop at the chili cook-off for anyone who is willing to do this. If you have any 

questions, please talk with her or any Session member.


Pastor Jessica will be out of the office and away from 
February 4th through February 13th. If you need anything 

while she is away, please feel free to contact Kat at the office 
during her regular hours (M, T, W, 8:00 a.m. - Noon) or Karen 

Carlson, chair of care of members.
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Sunday, February 23, starting at 4 p.m in 
the church basement. Games for kids of all 
ages! Judging begins at 4:30. All food to be 

provided. Come and share in the 
fellowship, enjoy some great food, and see 

who will win the trophy for the best 
Presbyterian Chili!  
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Each month, highlights from the previous month’s session 
meeting are going to be included in the newsletter. We hope it 
gives everyone a better idea of the work the Session is doing. 

If you have any questions about anything listed please talk 
with Pastor Jessica or our Clerk of Session, Sue Selby.


From the January 12, 2020 meeting 

•  Narrative Budget 2020 power point will be presented at January 19 congregational 
meeting.


•  Elections for Clerk and Officers of the Corporation were held.


• Signatories on the Bank Accounts were approved.


• March 7, 2020 Session Retreat is being planned.


• Vacation Bible School kit has arrived—more information to follow about the Railway theme.


• Megan Boswell and Pastor Jessica reported about Senator Joni Ernst’s recent visit to 
Fostering Hope which included a tour of the closet and meaningful, rich conversation about 
foster care.


• 2020 Committee Assignments have been made and are as follows:

• Care of Members - Karen Carlson

• Care of Property - Chuck Lund

• Fellowship and Membership - Diana Scott

• Mission and Outreach - Gary Badgett

• Personnel - Karen Carlson

• Stewardship and Finance - Betsy Akin

• Worship - De Heaton

• Youth and Education - Megan Boswell

• Nominating Committee - Megan Boswell and Karen Carlson
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Thank you to each and everyone of you for your 
continuing help in making it a very blessed Christmas 
for our families this year. We had 49 families or 206 
individuals. What joy you bring to their lives. To pass on 
the love that was first giving to us by Jesus’ birth is 
wonderful. Thank you and God bless.


Christmas Angels
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The season of Lent begins on Wednesday, February 
26, 2020 with the celebration of Ash Wednesday. We 

will once again be partnering with Corning United 
Methodist Church to offer an Ash Wednesday Worship 
service with the imposition of ashes. The service will 
start at 7:00 p.m. and be held at First Presbyterian 

Church with the Reverend Andrew Bardole preaching. 
All are welcome to come and be reminded that we are 

dust and to dust we shall return as we begin our 
journey to the cross.





EMAIL ADDRESS CHANGES 
We have been slowly working in the office to 

shift all of our email to addresses with the 
church's domain name.


If you are emailing our office manager, Kat, 
please use: office@1stprescorning.org 


If you're trying to reach Pastor Jessica by email 
please use: pastor@1stprescorning.org 


Thanks for your help with this change.


Mark your calendars for the Southwest Iowa Regional 
Partnership’s Spring Work Trip! The dates are Sunday, 
March 15 through Friday, March 20. The group will be 

staying at the Presbyterian Church of the Cross in Omaha, 
NE and helping with Missouri River Flood Relief. The trip is 
open to youth and adults, although youth must be at least 
13 years old. There is a cap on the number of people who 
can stay overnight, so sign up early if you’d like to go for 

the entire week. There may be another group going over for 
just a day and not staying overnight, if that works better for 

your schedule. More information will be available in the 
coming weeks.
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Sunday School, All Ages: 9:00 AM
Sunday Worship Time: 10:00 AM

Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/1stprescorning
See all the news on our Website:  1stprescorning.org

Betsy Akin
Gary Badgett

Megan Boswell

Session Members
Karen Carlson

De Heaton
Chuck Lund

Phil Morris
Diana Scott
Sue Selby
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First Presbyterian Church 
907 Grove Avenue
Corning, Iowa 50841
(Return Service Requested)

Rev. Jessica Paulsen
Home phone: 641-418-8143

Email:  
pastor@1stprescorning.org

Mission Statement
The First Presbyterian Church 

of Corning believes in the good 
news of the Gospel and will 
grow through and share the 

love, grace, and compassion of 
our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ.

Church Phone
641-322-4917

Email:
office@1stprescorning.org


