
 

The sermon preached in worship may vary from this manuscript in scope, formulations, and content. This 

manuscript is intended for personal use only. Per my agreement with the Session, I retain all ownership 

and copyright of these works and ask that you not make copies or distribute them without my consent. 

1 

Sunday, December 22, 2019 

Rev. Jessica Paulsen 

FPC, Corning 

Isaiah 2:1-4 

Luke 1:67-79 

 

Seeking Peace 

 

 Oh, if only you’d be quiet for a moment—I’m trying to find some peace! Sound familiar, 

right? It’s something we’ve probably all said at one moment or another—if only people would be 

quiet, or leave us alone, or disappear—we’d be able to seek and find peace. 

 Perhaps this was something Elizabeth thought or said in the midst of all she was 

responsible for doing. Oh, if only Zechariah would be quiet! But then, it actually happened. 

Zechariah was struck mute and unable to speak for the entirety of Elizabeth’s pregnancy. No 

talking. No whispering. No mumblings in the night. For nine months, Zechariah was unable to 

say a word. My guess is this probably wasn’t exactly what Elizabeth, or what any of us, was 

hoping for when we wished for quiet. 

 But then, we arrive at the eighth day after the birth, the day of circumcision for Jewish 

males, for this is the sign of the eternal covenant between God and Abraham. Usually children 

would have already received their name before this day, but when the community comes 

rejoicing in the miracle of birth and the covenantal promise signified in circumcision, Luke tells 

us the people are going to call the baby Zechariah, after his father. But Elizabeth disagrees telling 

them he is going to be called John.  

 This scene is depicted beautifully in the movie “The Nativity Story”. Everyone is 

crowded around the baby and discussing his name. As Elizabeth insists he be called John, the 

community of people raise their objections and questions. It’s such a plain name. There’s no one 

in their family named John and on and on. In the scene, we watch Zechariah step away from the 
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group to grab his tablet upon which he writes what we assume says, “His name is John.” Then he 

tries to get everyone’s attention. He holds up the tablet, waves it around, waves his hand around, 

and still no one pays any attention until, for the first time since he learned of Elizabeth’s 

pregnancy, he speaks saying, “His name is John.” 

 Finally, Zechariah has his voice back as he declares the fulfillment of what the angel had 

told him. His wife Elizabeth has borne him a son and they name in John. Then, it’s as if 

everything Zechariah has been thinking about and pondering through his nine months of silence, 

comes pouring out of him in this song of praise and thanksgiving. 

 Zechariah sings of what God has done and is doing. Hear again some of his words: “the 

Lord has looked favorably on his people…God has raised up a mighty savior…God has shown 

the mercy [that was] promised to our ancestors and remembered his covenant…that we might 

serve him without fear…all of our days” and on and on he goes of who God is and what God has 

done and is doing. But Zechariah doesn’t stop there. He goes on to proclaim who his son is and 

what he will do. In speaking to his son, John, Zechariah tells him, “You will be called the 

prophet of the Most High…you will prepare the way…you will help guide us into the way of 

peace.” John will be the first to witness and tell of how the kingdom of God is breaking into the 

world and that inbreaking of the kingdom happens not only in and through the birth of Jesus but 

also as we, the followers of Christ, live into this way of peace, showing God’s peace—a peace 

that is not just about someone being quiet or finding a break from the noise—but a peace that is 

deeper, more pervasive and all-encompassing than that. 

 As the quote in the bulletin from Walter Brueggemann demonstrates peace is so much 

more than a lack of noise. The way of peace is the way of forgiveness and generosity. Walking 

the way of peace means being attentive to people who are vulnerable and ignored by everyone 
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else. Peace requires humility in the face of exaltation, being last among those who insist on being 

first and denying self in the interest of the neighbor. Walking the way of peace makes us, as 

Zechariah proclaims, vessels of light to all who sit in darkness and shadow. But this means that 

walking the way of peace, being guided by John to Jesus and following him, is not solely about 

our own personal peace or our own personal relationship with God. The way of peace is found in 

our relationships, in the community; it’s found in the ways we are involved in the world as we 

participate with God in the breaking of God’s kingdom into this world, which means it takes 

work! 

 And it’s exactly that work that Zechariah is proclaiming his son, John, will do! John will 

show us the way. John is going to go before the Lord and bring the knowledge of salvation to the 

people. John will show the people how to seek and live into the peace of God and it will all be 

done in and through the community—the relationships we have with each other and the 

relationship we have with God. 

 This is what Zechariah’s time of silence has taught him and it’s this teaching he now 

shares with all of those who have gathered; that he now shares with us—that the way of peace is 

found in relationship with others. We have only to pay attention and learn. We have only to 

begin to understand that a lack of noise or bother or disturbance is not peace. Peace is greater; 

peace is deeper; peace is more all-encompassing than simply silence. It’s something we find 

together; something God has offered to us as individuals, yes, but offered to us as individuals 

who live in community. The question becomes, as we move ever closer to Christmas and the 

birth of our Savior, as we come to the end of our season of preparation, the question is—are we 

paying attention? Are we listening—to the words of Zechariah, to the words of the prophets, to 
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those who have been sent to guide us to Jesus? Are we listening and are we ready? For only then 

will we all be able to find peace together.  

  

 


