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 As I was trying to figure out what to write for you as we head into an Advent and Christmas 
season that will probably be unlike any other we’ve experienced, I came across this post and graphic 
from Richard Bott, who is the current Moderator of the United Church of Canada. Bott writes about 
how he “received a call from a friend, who was commenting on the fact that our bubbles are getting 
smaller, and that they were hearing more often that people are ‘cancelling Christmas.’ They asked me 
what I’d say, if I were told that I had to cancel Christmas this year. What I said was, ‘It is impossible to 
cancel Christmas. Christmas is celebrated each time a disciple of Jesus lives love. Christmas isn’t an 
event. Christmas *is*.’ Christmas is.” 
 Whatever our celebrations of Advent and Christmas end up looking like this year, the birth of 
Jesus, will still happen. Christmas is the recognition that our God was willing to take on flesh to be 
with us. Christmas is the celebration of God’s great love for God’s creation, so much love that God was 
willing to come as a tiny baby. And if that is Christmas—the great love that God has for God’s creation 
celebrated in the birth of an infant—then Bott is right, Christmas can't be cancelled, for it is being 
celebrated each and every time we share God's love. 
 We will grieve this Christmas. We will grieve all those who have died. We will grieve the 
adaptations we have to make to our beloved traditions. This will be a Christmas unlike any other. And 
yet, Jesus reminds us that those who grieve will be comforted. And we must remember why we are 
adapting our beloved traditions—we are doing it out of love for each other—out of the love and hope 
that by adjusting things this year, everyone will still be with us next year. So those adaptations, in and 
of themselves, might be considered a celebration of Christmas because we are living love together. 
Friends, we can do this for God is always with us and God is still God and God is still good, no matter 
what all happens around us. May it be well with your soul.  Pastor Jessica  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Ashley Templeton December 2nd
Joyce Pangburn December 3rd
LeAnn Morris December 5th
Eleanor McManis December 7th
Linda England December 11th
Diane Badgett December 12th
Phil Morris December 12th
Lillie Oglesbee December 17th
Zach Morgan December 18th
Andrew Heaton December 19th
Scott Wilson December 23rd
Morris Boswell December 25th
Nova Boswell December 29th

               
      We ask for your help in keeping an accurate 

birthday list. If you have any changes or additions, 
please let us know.

We ask for your help in keeping the prayer list 
current. If you have any changes or additions, 

please let us know.

The family of Marjorie McMahon
The family of Bill Shipley
The family of Tami Eckert

Beccie Heaton
Lisa Konecne

Pablo
Janet

Phyllis Brokaw
Dan Swartz
Fred Bryson
Steve Sawyer
Klint Maeder

Edna Carl
Kimberly Wilson

Dick and Betty Pettit
Beth Waddle
Chris Boswell
Mary Hoffman

For all impacted by COVID-19
Celebrate with Matt and Kaci Mullen on the birth of 

baby Regina
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Newsletter Deadline 

If you would like an announcement or news printed in the 
newsletter we ask that you submit it, in writing, to the office 

before the deadline.


For the January newsletter, please submit all news and 
announcements by Wednesday, December 16th. 

Thank you so much for your understanding and help in making 
sure we get information communicated to everyone.
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The Christmas Joy offering helps support current and 
retired PC(USA) leaders in their time of need and also 
assists students of color pursue their professional goals 
attending Presbyterian related schools. We will receive 
this offering on Sunday, December 20. Look for additional 
information in upcoming bulletins.


 

The church office will be closed

December 31, 2020. 

Also, the final deposit for 2020 will be made 
on Wednesday, December 30!


 

Pastor Jessica will be out of the office and away from
Dec. 25 through Jan. 6. If you need anything while she is 
away, please feel free to contact Hope at the office during 
her regular hours (T, W, Th., 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.), Chuck 

Lund, our elder of the month, or Betsy Akin, chair of care of 
members.
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Christmas Families
Your wrapped gifts are due at the 
church by Sunday, December 13th. 
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	 Joyce Pangburn will turn 90 on December 3rd. Unfortunately, 
due to COVID-19 an in person celebration is not possible. So, 

the family is inviting everyone to shower her with cards. 

From her daughter Mary:


“I told her that I wish we could be together and she replied, ‘It is 
ok. Maybe I will get some cards and I will enjoy reading them.’”


Please send cards to:

Joyce Pangburn


908B Bluegrass Drive

Corning, IA  50841





THANK YOU 

Many thanks to all who helped deliver Meals on Wheels during 
the month of November! Volunteering for this mission were: 

Betsy Akin, Pete and Pat Hass, Doug Leonard, Angie Mullen, 
Ann Myers, Kathy Pangburn, Cindy Peterson, Kurt and Diana 
Scott, Sue Selby, Denise Swartz, and Alec and Nancy Turner. 

Thank you for giving!

Mission and Outreach Committee





A reminder that the Advent Take Home packets are now 
available in the church foyer. Advent begins on Sunday, 
November 29th. You are welcome to come pick up your 

packet during regular office hours (T, W, and Th. from 9:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m.) or contact Pastor Jessica to arrange 

another pick up time or delivery.


Also, Pastor Jessica is looking for one reader for each 
Sunday of Advent and Christmas Eve as well as a number 
of people to prerecord some readings for the lessons and 

carols service that will take place on Sunday, December 27th. If you’re willing and able to 
help with any of those things, please let her know.
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This Advent season our worship, sermons, and small group discussions will be 
centered around the theme of “I Believe Even When…”. The inspiration for the theme 
comes from the opening words of an anonymous Jewish poet that were scrawled on a 
wall during the Holocaust. They said, “I believe in the sun, even when the sun is not 
shining.” There is also a song written by Mark Miller based off of these words that 
we’ll be using throughout the season. It’s titled “I Believe” and you can find a 
performance of it here: www.youtube.com/watch?v=2aL2MtBIW_E

The focus of each week will be as follows:
Advent 1 - I Believe in the Sun: Hope for Tomorrow (Isaiah 40:1-11, Mark 1:1-15)
Advent 2 - I Believe in Love: Daring Right Relationship (Isaiah 7:1-14, Matthew 1:1-25)
Advent 3 - I Believe in God: Ode to Joy (Isaiah 57:14-19, Luke 1:1-4, 26-56)
Advent 4 - I Believe in the Light: Illuminating Peace (Isaiah 9:2-7, John 1:1-18)
Christmas Eve - We Believe, Even Now (Isaiah 52:7-10, Luke 2:1-20)

Our small group is going to continue meeting on Sunday mornings at 8:30 a.m. 
via Zoom. If you need the Zoom information, please let Pastor Jessica know. For the 
season of Advent we are going to watch a different film each week that fits with our 
sermon series, "I Believe Even When..." For this Sunday, November 29th, you're invited 
to watch "Defiant Requiem." While everyone is encouraged to watch the film ahead of 
our meeting on Sunday, even if you are unable to view it, please feel free to join the 
small group for the discussion. You can find the film on Amazon: https://
www.amazon.com/Defiant-Requiem-Lindsay-Hopper/dp/B07BLRJKZ6/ref=sr_1_1?
crid=3SN8USNCAJO2O&dchild=1&keywords=defiant+requiem&qid=1606094184&sp
refix=defiant+requie%2Caps%2C185&sr=8-1

Films for each week will be announced in the small group meeting and in the 
weekly emails.
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Sunday School, All Ages: 9:00 AM
Sunday Worship Time: 10:00 AM

Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/1stprescorning
See all the news on our Website:  www.1stprescorning.org

Betsy Akin
Megan Boswell

Session Members
Phil Morris
Chuck Lund

Diana Scott
Sue Selby
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First Presbyterian Church 
907 Grove Avenue
Corning, Iowa 50841
(Return Service Requested)

Rev. Jessica Paulsen
Home phone: 641-418-8143

Email:  
pastor@1stprescorning.org

Mission Statement
The First Presbyterian Church 

of Corning believes in the good 
news of the Gospel and will 
grow through and share the 

love, grace, and compassion of 
our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ.

Church Phone
641-322-4917

Email:
office@1stprescorning.org


