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 What a wonderful year we’ve had celebrating the congregation’s 150th 
anniversary! From a birthday party in April, to hosting the Presbytery of Des 
Moines, to worshiping in Central Park, marching in the homecoming parade, 
and finally an amazing worship service and luncheon event! It’s been so much 
fun to learn more of the history of the church and celebrate in all the different 
things that have been done throughout the years. People have come and gone, 
even buildings have come and gone, and yet the commitment of the 
community of faith remains steadfast over the years. 

 As we head into the season of Advent and prepare for the birth of Jesus, 
we remember and celebrate the commitment of communities of faith over the 
centuries. From Abraham and Sarah to King David; through all the prophets to 

Mary and Joseph; and then from Jesus to the disciples and on down the generations and around the world since 
then. Our congregation is celebrating 150 years, which is a wonderful and exciting thing, but the wider commu-
nity of faith, the body of Christ in the world, is celebrating thousands of years.  

 Think about, for a moment, all of the changes and struggles and celebrations the church has seen and 
been through over those thousands of years. So many. Yet, our faith still stands. We still gather in worship and 
praise. People around the world still gather in worship and praise and share the Good News of the Gospel with 
others. The Church remains. It may not look the same or act the same, as people have come and gone and the 
years have passed, still, the Church remains. 

 When we worry and agonize over the survival of the Church in the world, we are losing sight of the fact 
that the Church has lived and survived through thousands of years already. From the beginning until now, there 
have always been people of faith. That’s not going to change. We might live differently, our worship gatherings 
might have changed, but the fact remains—the Church is still here. The community of faith, the body of Christ 
in the world, is still here.  

 And we will continue to be here, once again preparing for the birth of Jesus, celebrating God with us, 
remembering in the midst of all we do what Paul first shared with the Romans,  

If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, 
will he not with him also give us everything else? …Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will 
hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? …No, in all these 
things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, 
nor life, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. (8:31-32, 35, 37-38; NRSV) 

Praise and thanks be to God for sustaining us over the centuries that have been and the centuries still to come! 

        Grace and Peace, 
         Pastor Jessica
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December 1 

Ushers: Zach Morgan, LeAnn and 
Phil Morris, and Ann Myers 
Liturgist: Bev McMahon 

December 8 
Ushers: Lisa and Todd Konecne 
Liturgist: Dough Leonard 

December 15 
Ushers: Avery Morgan and Donna 
Peckham 
Liturgist: Nancy Turner 

December 22 
Ushers: Randy and Shirley Olive 
Liturgist: Sherry Keefe 

December 29 
Ushers: Kathy and Ken Pangburn 
Liturgist: Megan Boswell 

You are encouraged to ask a child to 
help you with

ushering duties, such as 
handing out bulletins and 

collecting the offering. 
They are happy and 

eager to help.

Ashley Templeton            December 2
Joyce Pangburn                December 3
LeAnn Morris                   December 5
Eleanor McManis             December 7
Linda England                December 11
Diane Badgett                 December 12
Phil Morris                      December 12
Zach Morgan                  December 18
Andrew Heaton             December 19
Scott Wilson                    December 23
Morris Boswell               December 25
Nova Boswell                 December 29
Joleen Nelson                  December 31

The church’s prayer chain is once 
again active. If you have a prayer 
request you would like to share, 

call Pastor Jessica and she will pass 
it on. You can also submit them 
online through our website at: 

1stprescorning.org
If you’d like to be part of our 
ministry of prayer, talk with 

Michelle Leonard and she will get 
you added.

Wannita Olson and family
Lisa Konecne

Jenny and Emma Campbell
Ron Walter
Gary Allen
Ron Brown

Cheryl Richey
Phyllis Brokaw
Joleen Nelson
Louis Manly
Barb Sleep

Bernice Miller
Sherry Griffith

Richard Freshour
Cheryl Swartz

Linda Hill-Sharp
Shelly Quillen
Becky Butcher
Tom Butcher

Help us keep the prayer and birthday 
lists current ~ forward any changes that 

need to be made to the church office.
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Newsletter Deadline 

If you would like an announcement or news printed in the bulletin or 
newsletter we ask that you submit it, in writing, to the office before 

the deadline.


For the January newsletter, please submit all news and 
announcements by Wednesday, December 18th. 

Thank you so much for your understanding and help in making sure 
we get information communicated to everyone.
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The church office will be closed December 25, 
December 31, and January 1, 2020. Due to the 

short week, all announcements for the Sunday, 
January 5, 2020 bulletin are due by 9:00 a.m. on 

Monday, December 30, 2019. 
Also, the final deposit for 2019 will be made on Monday, December 30! 

What a great celebration of our congregation’s 150th birthday!  It 
reminded all of us the importance of the church to our community and 
to our family of believers.  We are poised to tackle the next 150 years 
working and walking together into the future.  The Stewardship and 

Finance committee is currently seeking pledges or estimates of giving 
for 2020 and we are asking those that are able to increase your 

donation.  Of the $130,671 that we are proposing for the 2020 budget, 
34% supports the Faith and Worship portion of our efforts, 30% 

focuses on Mission and Outreach, 18% provides Care and Support, and 17% Education and 
Learning.  We feel that this budget genuinely reflects the work that we are doing both inside and 

outside of our congregation, our community and across the globe. 


Thank you for all that you do for the church by sharing your time, your talents and your financial 
assistance.  We are asking that you return your estimate of giving no later than December 3 so the 

Session can finalize the budget for the upcoming year. We work very hard to see that everyone who 
wants to make an estimate of giving or gift receives the materials but if you were not contacted in 

some way – either in person or by mail, please contact the church office. 


 If you prefer to make an end-of-year gift to the church or would like to pre-pay your pledge, please 
note that they need to be received in the church office by Monday, December 30.


Auto-deposit and online giving options are also available if interested.  If you should have any 
questions or concerns please feel free to contact any of the members of the Stewardship and 

Finance Committee.


The Stewardship and Finance Committee

Nancy Turner, Chair


Gary Badgett

Burton Heaton


Randy Olive

Ken Pangburn


Alec Turner

Rev. Jessica Paulsen, ex-officio 


Pastor Jessica will be out of the office and away from Dec. 25 through 
Jan. 4. If you need anything while she is away, please feel free to 

contact Kat at the office during her regular hours (M, T, W, 8:00 a.m. - 
Noon), Chuck Lund, our elder of the month, or Karen Carlson, chair of 

care of members.
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The Harvest Offering was held Nov. 24th. We raised $255.00 that will be put towards 
the grants used to help Iowa farmers and their families in their time of need.  





It is now time to support the Christmas Angels 
Program. Christmas Angels is an interdenominational group of 

community members that reach out to individuals, families, 
and  senior citizens in the Adams Community that may need 
extra help at Christmas time. Each participating church takes 
several families and is responsible to see that the families are   

taken care of by giving gifts for the children and cash that 
provides a food card with a list of specific food/supplies such 
as hamburger, ham, vegetables, canned goods for the families 

to pick up at local stores.

Please consider adopting a family. The slips are posted in the foyer now. Please have all 

wrapped gifts turned in to the Church by December 15th. If you adopt a child, please adopt 
all the children in the family or work with another person so the children’s gifts will be fairly 

equal, just like you would treat your own children.  If you would like to give a cash donation, 
designate your donation “Christmas Angels” and put it in the Sunday offering or checks may 

be sent to: Christmas Angels; 710 Davis Avenue, Corning, Iowa 50841.

Thank you so much for your generosity.


If you have any questions, please let contact Nancy Turner.

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Thanks for doing this,


	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Nancy Turner


The Christmas Joy offering helps support current and retired PC(USA) leaders 
in their time of need and also assists students of color pursue their 
professional goals attending Presbyterian related schools. We will receive this 
offering on Sunday, December 22. Look for additional information in upcoming 
bulletins.


A huge thank you to all of you who have volunteered to help in the nursery. 
The schedule for the upcoming month is included below. Please remember 
that we’re asking you to be at the church on your assigned Sunday around 
9:00 a.m. for families that may be coming to Sunday School who have 
littles too young to be in a classroom. You’d be finished in the nursery once 
worship is over and any children are reunited with their adult(s). Please, if 
you are not able to be here for your assigned Sunday, find your own 
replacement. If you have any questions, please talk with Pastor Jessica.


December 1 - Angie Mullen

December 8 - Bev McMahon

December 15 - Phil and LeAnn Morris

December 22 - Brennan and Sam Kester


December 29 - Gary and Diane Badgett

January 5, 2020 - Megan Boswell

	 	 	 Zach and Michelle Morgan

January 12, 2020 - Randy and Shirley Olive 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Final 150th Memories! 
A huge thank you to everyone who made our 150th celebrations such a success, especially to Betsy 
Akin, De Heaton, and Sue Selby who put so much time and energy into the different events this year. 
To wrap up, here are some final memories that were submitted in response to our final trivia question 

which was: What is something you love about being connected to First Presbyterian Church?


From Nancy Turner - I moved to Corning in the fall of 1982 not knowing anyone but my husband’s 
family. Being raised a Presbyterian it was a natural fit to join the church. I have been welcomed, 
allowed to share my gifts, received great love and support during life’s trials, and had the opportunity 
to share with others in the congregation. For most of our married life, we lived within one block of 
the church so it has also been a part of our neighborhood. I could look out the windows and see the 
lights of the church and it was most reassuring to know that it was there. I would be lost without the 
church in my life and without the people who are and were members of the church. My faith has 
been inspired and strengthened by those who I am fortunate to worship and work alongside of and I 
am truly thankful that God has blessed me so.


From Donna Peckham - My parents, Fern and Lee, moved to Corning in 1924 and to my 
knowledge they always attended this church. They raised their 6 girls in this church and I was the 
youngest. Fern was active in PW, sang in choir, was Sunday School Superintendent, and taught the 
adult Sunday School class into her 90’s. Lee was active in building the present church building and 
the stained glass windows were special to them. After our marriage, Bert and I raised our four 
children in this church. I was active in PW, directed a junior choir, sang in the adult choir, and was the 
church organist. We lived away from Corning for 27 years, but when we returned in 2005 there was 
no question about where we would attend church. I was the chairperson of what was left of the PW 
and became a sub-organist until retiring in 2018. Bert helped with the maintenance of the church 
building and grounds. In all these activities through the years, the love and fellowship of this 
congregation has sustained us and now again will sustain us until the end.


From Debbie Eggers - This is a really hard question - too many things I love about growing up in 
the church! Would have to narrow it down to the fact that First Presbyterian Church provided me a 
solid Christian foundation and church family that made me who I am. The Bible knowledge I learned, 
the disciple and leadership opportunities I took advantage of, the music I made and directing 
experiences I got led me to Coe College and a music degree. I have directed adult, youth, and 
children’s church choirs all across the country as well as my Nebraska church in the years since. I 
have relied on that foundation and church family support over the years and thank the saints of the 
church who have gone before, and those living, who made First Presbyterian such an important part 
of the Harris family’s lives as well as the Corning Community. 

Congratulations to our 150th Anniversary Trivia Winners! There were a total of 67 points possible.

3rd place - Ken Pangburn - 31 points


2nd place - Donna Peckham - 45 points

1st place - Nancy Turner - 53.5 points
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Sunday School, All Ages: 9:00 AM
Sunday Worship Time: 10:00 AM

Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/1stprescorning
See all the news on our Website:  1stprescorning.org  

Gary Badgett
Megan Boswell
Karen Carlson

Session Members
De Heaton

Chuck Lund
Randy Olive

Ken Pangburn

Diana Scott
Sue Selby

Nancy Turner
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First Presbyterian Church 
907 Grove Avenue
Corning, Iowa 50841
(Return Service Requested)

Rev. Jessica Paulsen
Home phone: 641-418-8143

Email:  
pastor@1stprescorning.org

Mission Statement
The First Presbyterian Church 

of Corning believes in the good 
news of the Gospel and will 
grow through and share the 

love, grace, and compassion of 
our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ.

Church Phone
641-322-4917

Email:
office@1stprescorning.org


