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Sign Language of Kindness and Hope 

 

 The world is ending! Haven’t you heard? The world is coming to an end! December 12, 

2019—the world is ending! Except, no, wait a minute—that’s not right—it’s 2020! Yes, that’s it! 

December 12, 2020—the world is ending! I’m sure of it! 

 Except…someone else said we jump 3 months and with the leap year factored in and if 

we zip around the sun another time…okay…I got it this time! The world will end on Thursday, 

March 14, 2021! As long as the 14th is a Thursday. Except it might not be a Thursday. So then is 

the world ending on Thursday or March 14th? Oh goodness…I have no idea! 

 I have absolutely no idea—no clue when the world is going to end! And that’s the entire 

point of our passage today, this, the first Sunday of Advent. Jesus is speaking to the disciples 

about what is to come—the Son of Man coming in glory and gathering all people from around 

the globe. And he tells them that they cannot know when this will happen. In fact, even he, the 

Son, does not know; only the Father has the knowledge of when this fulfillment of time will 

happen. Jesus is very clear—we cannot, we will not, know or be able to figure out when the Son 

of Man will come again in glory. 

 Yet, some days, it seems as if that’s all we do. We look at events around the world and 

proclaim that surely the world is coming to an end—Jesus is coming back! Harold Camping has 

predicted the day the world will end six different times. None of them have been the day. And 

he’s not the only one to try to predict it throughout history. Bishop Clement of Rome in the year 

90, Hilary of Poitiers in 365, Martin of Tours, German emperor Otis III, Pope Innocent III, and 
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dozens of other Christians “have consistently predicted that the end was near—and consistently 

been wrong” (L. Casey Thompson, Feasting on the Gospels: Mark, Eds. Cynthia Jarvis and E. 

Elizabeth Johnson, Westminster John Knox Press, Louisville, KY. 2014. 418). This has been 

happening since the disciples—people predicting the end of the world—announcing that it is 

coming. Soon. It is surely coming—very soon. 

 But, why? Why are we so ready for the world to end? To want Jesus to return in all of his 

glory right now. Why do we dream so fervently and wait so impatiently for that day? Because 

we’ve been given a glimpse of what the world will be like—no more pain. No more tears or 

grief. No more sorrow or suffering. If Jesus returns, we will no longer have to watch children 

suffer in cages or drink lead-poisoned water. If Jesus returns, we will no longer have to watch 

people die due to lack of access to healthcare. If Jesus returns, we will no longer have to live 

with our own pain or wounds or scars because we will have been made new. So, of course, we 

want the end of the world—the return of the Son of Man in all of his glory—to happen. 

 The problem is we can get so caught up in our dream—we can get so caught up in trying 

to predict if it’s happening or when it will happen, that we stop paying attention to what is 

actually happening. For example, Christians ended up in such a panic during the lesser known 

Y1K crisis, referring to the year 1000 CE, “they dumped the entirety of Christ’s teachings about 

nonviolence and tried to beat the love of Christ into pagans so they might be saved” (Ibid.) 

Because they thought they knew when the world was going to end, they were convinced they had 

to save all the people they could before that happened and so they physically battered and beat 

people into believing in Christ—which I’m sure is just the way each of us wish we had received 

our faith—through physical beatings. Or not! 
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 Because while we believe and hope in what is to come, our focus is not to be on trying to 

figure out when or how it will happen. As Stephen Hayner points out,  

Rather than focusing on how his followers could calculate when the final curtain would 

fall, Jesus’ message throughout Mark 13 is how they should prepare for their immediate 

future, which would include both mission and suffering. There are nineteen imperatives 

in this one chapter—commands about what faithful behavior looks like in a time of 

unprecedented catastrophe. What Jesus envisioned for his followers was not some sort of 

fervor for or questioning about the eschatological (end time) events to come, but rather a 

determined and single-minded obedience to cross bearing and sharing in Jesus’ ministry 

to the world (Ibid., 428) 

A determined and single-minded obedience to sharing in Jesus’ ministry to the world—that’s 

what Jesus was offering the disciples. Even as he reminded them of what was to come, 

encouraged them to hope in what God would do, he makes very clear that they cannot know 

when it will happen and so they must live in a way that shows the world they are always ready—

they are awake and alert for Jesus to come back at any time. And this awareness that the end of 

time could happen at any moment is revealed in the way they live, each day, according to what 

Jesus taught.  

 The awareness of our waiting for Jesus to come is part of the point of the season of 

Advent, which begins this day. For even as we wait and prepare now for Christ’s birth, for the 

nativity, we are also awaiting Christ’s return—Christ’s second coming. And probably just as we 

wish Christmas could come more quickly, we wish and dream and hope that Christ would come 

again more quickly. 
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 Yet in our waiting, instead of trying to predict when the end will come, we can live as 

Jesus instructed the disciples to live—with a determined and single-minded obedience to sharing 

Jesus’ ministry to the world; to sharing Jesus’ love and kindness with the world. And Jesus’ love 

and kindness and grace are revealed in and through our actions, how we live our lives. Do our 

actions, does our language, show people kindness? Do they show people hope? 

 As we begin Advent this day, looking towards not only the birth of Jesus, but also the 

time when the Son of Man will come once again in all of his glory, these are the questions we 

need to be asking. We need to ask ourselves—are we more worried and concerned about 

tomorrow and what is to come—even though there is no way we can ever know what is to 

come—than we are worried and concerned about people who are hungry, who experience 

chronic pain, who might not have shelter? Are we focused on doing the ministry and work to 

which Jesus has called us? Or are we only concerned about what tomorrow might look like and 

whether or not we will still be here? 

 A final story, an example if you will, to share with you this morning, on what it might 

look like to be alert and continue in obedience to our work and ministry. Stephen Montgomery, 

in quoting Lamar Williamson Jr., writes: 

The story is told of a meeting of state legislators in colonial New England that rapidly 

descended into darkness because of a solar eclipse that no one predicted. Some panicked 

and sought to adjourn the meeting. Then one of them said, “Mr. Speaker, if it is not the 

end of the world and we adjourn, we shall appear to be fools. If it is the end of the world, 

I should choose to be found doing my duty. I move you, sir, that candles be brought. 

(Ibid., 431) 
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If it is the end of the world, I want to be found doing my duty, and according to my faith, my 

duty is to love God and love my neighbor.  

 We cannot know or predict when the world will end, and God will return in all of God’s 

glory. But we can remember, each and every day that we wait, especially in Advent, this season 

of waiting and preparing, that we have only to do our duties. We need only love God and love 

our neighbor, sharing Jesus’ language of kindness and hope, to be ready—for whatever might 

come. 


