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God Moves…to the Cross 

 

  Did you know…on this day, the day when Jesus entered Jerusalem riding on a colt that 

had never been ridden before…did you know…there were actually TWO processions? Jesus 

wasn’t the only one entering Jerusalem. On the other side of town, and it would have literally 

been on the other side of town, Pilate is also entering Jerusalem. 

 As Debie Thomas explains,  

Every year during Passover – the Jewish festival that swelled Jerusalem’s population 

from its usual 50,000 to at least 200,000 – the Roman governor of Judea would ride up to 

Jerusalem from his coastal residence in the west. He would come in all of his imperial 

majesty to remind the Jewish pilgrims that Rome demanded their complete loyalty, 

obedience, and submission. The Jewish people could commemorate their ancient victory 

against Egypt and slavery if they wanted to. But if they tried any real time resistance, 

they would be obliterated without a second thought. 

(https://www.journeywithjesus.net/lectionary-essays/current-

essay?id=2162&fbclid=IwAR0eMjOs_eMvuPFAoe7R-

1w_EuKcX85Kef81wg2FeouJ0T4fCRiHd1WbUJ0, accessed Thursday, April 11, 2019). 

When she describes the Roman governor, who at this time was Pontius Pilate, coming in all of 

his imperial majesty, she means this is a full out, major parade. Pilate would be coming on a 

large stallion, with many horses and chariots. He’d have gleaming armor and become moving 

into the city with the Roman army. This was a victorious conqueror returning home parade. 
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 And from the east, Jesus rides into Jerusalem. He’s in an ordinary robe riding this young 

donkey. No stallion. No army. No gleaming armor. One humble donkey—no other horses or 

chariots. Even without all of the trappings, the people welcome Jesus. They spread their cloaks 

out before him, a symbol of welcoming the king of Israel. They cry out to him saying, “Blessed 

is the king who comes in the name of the Lord.” They seek deliverance from the oppression of 

Rome and believe Jesus is coming into Jerusalem on this day in preparation for a confrontation 

with Pilate and that after that confrontation he will be king. 

 The people believe Jesus is going to do this in the same way that all of their previous 

kings have done this, as revealed in the way they welcome the parade. Patrick Johnson writes, 

“Triumphal parades are meant to celebrate past triumphs and imply promised conquests. The 

cheering parade-goers expect their hopes for peace to be fulfilled through the use of power, not 

the abdication of it (Connections). Many would have assumed that this parade meant either 

“enemy armies had been slaughtered—or, if Jesus is king, the enemies will be slaughtered soon” 

(Feasting on the Gospels). The people had great expectations of what Jesus would do. And he’ll 

fulfill them—just not in the ways they expect—which is what the comparison and contrast 

between the two parades shows us. 

 We see in them a “clash of kingdoms: Caesar or Christ. Caesar’s kingdom is based on 

domination and ruthless power, the kind of kingship Jesus refused when tempted in the 

wilderness. The kingdom of God Jesus preached is based on justice, mercy, and the love of God. 

So, we have our choice: Pax Christi or Pax Romana” (Stephen Shoemaker, Feasting on the 

Word). And while the people would say they chose Pax Christi, they wanted it to be on their 

terms. There are things we want God to do for us, things we pray that God would do for us, as 

the Jewish people wanted Jesus to deliver them, but often we want God to it our way—as the 
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people wanted or expected “peace through strength instead of peace through service” (David 

Bales, Feasting on the Gospels). 

 As we begin this week, this Holy Week, that is our struggle. While we know what is 

coming—Jesus’ arrest and death—we still want God to do it our way. Not to go to the cross. Not 

to be king and seek peace through service. Because if Jesus goes to the cross and seeks peace 

through service, then just what might God expect of us? 

 Bales goes on to say: 

It is always hard to see God’s ways demonstrated in humble service. The repulsiveness of 

the cross is simply the largest example (and thus the central symbol) of Jesus’ service. It 

was not new in his life. It summarized his approach to life and his belief about his 

heavenly Father. This cross remains the stumbling block for non-Christians and 

Christians alike…[we might cling to the old rugged cross] but [we don’t necessarily 

want] a king who will suffer and serve, which also means one who allows us to suffer as 

we serve. Many of us most of the time want a God who promises a nice house, a great 

job, a spiff car, marvelous friends, and joy, joy, joy in worship. (Feasting on the Gospels) 

Jesus entered Jerusalem that first Palm Sunday knowing that he was moving to the cross—his 

final, and ultimate, act of service. The two processions reveal to us the great difference between 

the way of Pilate and the political empire and the way of Jesus and service. They reveal the 

choice that we have to make—will we turn and cheer for Pilate, the violence he threatens to use 

in order to keep the peace? Or will we turn and follow Jesus through this week—into Jerusalem, 

to the final supper, his arrest, and death? 

 William Carter, Presbyterian pastor, sums it up very nicely when he writes, “Jesus rides 

no high horse, just a lowly colt. He chooses to enter a deadly situation without force or 
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protection. He gives himself freely and without reservation. This is a prophetic act, a sign of 

God’s vulnerable love, which risks everything and promises to gain all. This is the means by 

which God creates peace” (Feasting on the Word). Will we follow? 


